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◆ Shrink Labels - PVC, PETG, OPS 
 in Various Thicknesses
◆ In Mold Plastic Labels
◆ Beverage and Food Labels
 – Roll Fed, Roll Shrink
 – Cut and Stack
◆ PVC, PET, OPP Carton Systems
◆ Flexible Pouch Systems
◆ Rotogravure, Flexo, UV Flexo and 
 Offset Printing in Up to 10 Colors
◆ Application Equipment for Shrink 
 and Roll Fed Labels
◆ Over 400 Patents Worldwide

FUJI LABEL

FUJI EQUIPMENT

ISO 9001 Certified
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www.misumiusa.com

Empowering Engineers with Configurable Components

More than 200,000 new products are featured in the 2008 MISUMI
Catalogs including new shaft collars, supports, bushings, bearings,
guides, ball screws, pins, couplings, pulleys, belts, washers, shims, 
retaining rings, angle plates, rollers, handles, casters, springs, clamps,
manifolds, extrusions and accessories. 

With MISUMI, there is no minimum quantity. Pricing and lead time 
information are always published in our catalog. Request your free copy 
today at www.misumiusa.com/2008catalogs.aspx or call 1-800-681-7475.

• Order components to your 
design specifications

• Higher quality and precision 
with every component

• Quick and reliable delivery

MISUMI USA, INC. • 1105 Remington Road, Suite B • Schaumburg, IL 60173

Configure components

NEW! 2008 MISUMI Metric and Inch catalogs

in millimeter increments with MISUMI.

See MISUMI at South Pack from March 19-20, 2008

Visit MISUMI booth #1623 during the South Pack show 
in Charlotte and attend one of our FREE Tech Seminars located 
in our hospitality suite. Attendees will receive prizes as well as 
complimentary food and beverage.

Configurable components allow the engineer to specify critical
dimensions through various design parameters.
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website
redesign!

The new and improved packagingdi-
gest.com is here! We have 
re-engineered the website to foster 
a packaging community via blogs, 
podcasts and a “TalkBack” feature 
that allows users to submit
comments directly to the site. The 
site now includes related content 
and author links on all feature and 
products pages, allowing the user to 
find information more quickly. Visit 
www.packagingdigest.com and let us 
know what you think!
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For Your Bagging Applications

• Tabletop & 
 Production 
 Baggers
• Counters
• Scales
• Conveyors
• Printers
• Poly Bags

Choose from our 
extensive line of 
in-stock bags and 
bagging equipment, 
or let us customize 
a solution for you!
 

w w w . a d v a n c e d p o l y . c o m

Toll-free: 800-754-4403
Tel: 330-785-4000

Fax: 330-785-4010
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7670 Jenther Drive, Mentor, OH 44060 Phone: 440.602.4700  Fax: 440.602.4701

800.321.8509
Quadrel, the Safe Choice

www.quadrel.com

Don’t get BURNED On Your Next Labeler

Our labeling systems are designed to provide you with years of reliable service in the harshest environments.  
From sophisticated mainframe systems able to run 24/7/365, to high quality economically priced systems...

WE keep you out of the HOT SEAT!

ROTARY LABELING SYSTEM

• Available up to 600 ppm @+/-1/32˝ accuracy
• Up to 4 servo driven labeling stations for 

wraparound, front/back, neck and spot

TABLETOP LABELER

PHARMACEUTICAL LABELING SYSTEM

TECHNICALLY ADVANCED
ECONOMICALLY-PRICED

THERMAL TRANSFER PRINT & APPLY

• For the most demanding 24/7 applications
• 350 ppm @+/-1/32˝ accuracy
• Color Touch Screen All PLC control
• Vision System/Validation Package 

• New design
• Stainless steel construction
• Up to 200 PPM
• Front/Back, wraparound, side panel 

• Bar codes, graphics, variable information
• Pallet labeling, carton labeling
• Leading, side panel, corner or 

adjacent side

• Wrap labeling system
• Labels a wide variety of products 

from 11⁄2˝ to 71⁄2˝ in diameter
• Ideal for beverage containers
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AriZona Beverages hits the 
streets with All City NRG, 
a ready-to-drink green 
tea energy drink, in the 
urban test markets of 
New York, Chicago and 
Florida. While no flavor 
is indicated on the cans, 
the product, AriZona reports, is a 
pomegranate flavored drink with a green-
tea base.

The fourth addition to the company’s Green Tea 
Energy line, the noncarbonated, 5-percent-juice product 
has started moving into the national scene and comes in 
an impactful 16-oz can from Rexam (www.rexam.com) that carries the pop of three separate 
graffiti-inspired graphic designs created by Mpire Creative (www.mpirecreative.com), New York. 
Dubbed the “subway series,” by AriZona, the tall, slim cans also feature a black-pigmented pull-tab 
that complements the wild spray-paint colors of the visuals, which include city subway signs, iconic 
graffiti writers’ lettering and a white-on-black All City logo. Multi Color Corp. (www.multicolorcorp.
com) gravure-prints the urban graphics in nine colors on a polyvinylchloride shrink label that 
completely covers each can. Containing the antioxidants of pomegranate, the tea blends vitamins, 
minerals and herbs and contains no preservatives, artificial colors or artificial flavors. Says Wes 
Vultaggio, creative director for AriZona: “All City is a term used to describe New York street artists 
who have made their mark in all five boroughs of New York. AriZona actually originated in Brooklyn, 
so wanted to ‘go all out’ to pay tribute to the passion and creativity of these artists with a bold new 
energy infused beverage.” The 16-oz can sells for $1.99 to $2.49.

AriZona’s energy 
drinks sizzle 
with street sense

When German soup manufacturer Stockmeyer AG introduced a new premium 
soup line in the U.K., it used fluted cans from Crown Food Europe ( www.

crowncork.com), to rise above the cacophony 
of canned soup products on grocery shelves. 

Manufactured at Crown 
Food Europe’s plant 

in Seesen, 
Germany, the 

400-g steel 
can uses a 
lithographic 
decoration 
that focuses 

on the vertical 
fluting of its 

EOLE III™ easy-
open end. 

   “We wanted a package that 
would evoke the premium quality of these soups to help us capture market share,” 
says Klaus Weber, marketing manager of Buss Fertiggerichte GmbH. & Co. KG 
(www.buss.de), filler of the Stockmeyer soups for the U.K. market. 
   Says Weber, “Crown’s unique flute-shaped can panels offer a refreshing take 
on the traditional straight-walled soup can. Beautifully decorated, the shaped 
cans differentiate the soups at the point of sale and reinforce the high value of 
the Stockmeyer brand.”  The can size is designed to be fully compatible with the 
company’s pre-existing filling, handling and distribution operations, including full 
interchangeability with virtually all current continuous or static retort systems. 

Fluted can hits the right note for soup

The advanced engine protection 
offered by Shell Rotella® T 
motor oil with Triple Protection™ 
technology is now available in a 
new ergonomic bottle featuring two 
handles—one on the side and one 
on the top that make it easier to 
handle and pour. The top handle 
makes carrying easier, and the 
side handle makes pouring easier 
and more comfortable. The new 
bottle is more environmentally 
friendly as well. The bottle, 
which is made by Graham 
Packaging Company, L.P. (www.
grahampackaging.com), uses 
less plastic and no longer includes 
a foil seal, making it convenient to 
recycle, Shell says.

“The distinctive new bottle for 
Shell Rotella T motor oil with Triple 
Protection is a great look that 
reflects the advanced technology 
of the motor oil inside,” says Patty 

Lanning, brand 
manager  for heavy-duty engine 
oils at Shell Lubricants. “We 
believe customers will appreciate 
that we’ve designed a bottle that is 
easier to use and recycle.” 

Shell Lubricants also has 
launched a three-in-one case that 
contains three 1-gal bottles for 
easier pickup and handling. The 
new case also makes storage 
easier for owner/operator truckers 
and the growing number of diesel 
pickup-truck owners.  

Dual-handled 
bottle offers 
ergonomics

Chevron Intl. Pte Ltd. now 
tops its bottles of Caltex and 
Chevron brands of automotive 
products for Asian distribution 
with 40-mm screw caps from 
Bericap’s (www.bericap.
com ) Asia business. The new 
angular consumer package 
contains automotive products 
including Super 4T. Chevron’s 
contract covers regional supplies 
of caps to plants in China, 
Thailand, Singapore, Vietnam, the 

Philippines, India and Sri Lanka. 
Based on Bericap’s standard 

SK40/24 PV Bericap closure design with 
a customized knurl finish and an embossed Caltex star 
or Chevron logo on top, the cap design was developed 
by Bericap’s R&D center in Germany. Converting an 
existing mold, Bericap began supplying the closure 
in February 2007. An induction heat-seal membrane 
is reverse-printed with the Caltex logo on a white 
background on PET film laminated to foil. The heat-
seal membrane adds tamper-evidence and an anti-
counterfeiting feature. The shell of the cap incorporates 
“fixing” lugs that give it a modular design. Chevron 
says one reason it chose Bericap was that its capping 
process was optimized through specification and control 
of bottle neck finishes. The caps also has a uniform 
quality, it says.

Chevon caps off 
auto lubricants
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Diesel doesn’t 
always mean 
motor fuel

In this case, we’re talking about 
Italian fashion house Diesel’s 
introduction of new Fuel For Life 
fragrance for men and women in stylish 
glass flacons from Gerresheimer  
(www.gerresheimer.com). Despite 
a high level of coordination, two 
completely individual, gender-specific 
perfume personalities are revealed 
by the Diesel design: “In a young, 
very playful and creative way they 
communicate strong messages for 

the brand—reflecting the sensuality 
of its fashion, its love of detail and 
the casual individuality of its female 
and male wearers,” says Burkhard 
Lingenberg, director of marketing and 
communication for the Gerresheimer 
Group. The unusual, ornamental oval 
bottle comes wrapped in a rustic, 
faux-leather, vintage bag for the 
mens’ cologne and an open-mesh, 
woven lace encapsulates the women’s 
cologne container. 

For both bottles, sloping shoulders 
fall from the neck to a narrow base to 
create an old-world sensibility. 

The striking visual and textural 
features created by Diesel also 
include an embossing treatment on 
the front of the 50- or 75-mL bottles 
that admonishes, “Use with Caution.” 
Completing the elegant presentation 
are metal caps, particularly one in 
shiny gold for the women’s fragrance 
bottle that features the Diesel logotype 
debossed on top.

Untitled-1 1 2/15/2008 11:36:06 AM
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Alberto Culver USA has introduced its VO5 Extreme Style 
hairspray in a spray bottle with a polyethylene terephthalate 
glycol (PETG) heat-shrinkable sleeve from Ameri-Seal, Inc. 
(www.ameri-seal.com). The product is a styling/conditioning 
spray that is available in retail grocery, drug and chain stores 
across the country. Ameri-Seal printed the metallic shrink 
sleeve in five colors on rotogravure presses. A PETG heat 
shrinkable film was used for this application because the bottle 

narrows toward the top, and PETG has a higher 
shrink value, making this type of film effective for 
the Alberto-Culver application than other films. 
The sleeves are applied to the bottles at Ameri-
Seal’s Contract Sleeving Division in Chatsworth, 
CA. Ameri-Seal converts PVC, PETG and oriented 
polystyrene films at its factory in Chatsworth.

Heat-shrinkable sleeve debuts for VO5

design trends
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Make More Impact on the Shelf and Less on the Environment— 
Without Compromising Security, Visibility or Durability.

Natralock® paperboard based security packaging is a renewable, cost effective solution that:

Call MeadWestvaco at 877.727.6323 to learn more. Or visit natralock.com.
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Hanger Plugs For Tube Packaging

TE-HNG Series
Use our hanger plugs with clear plastic tubing to 
create an attractive and reusable package for your
product. Our TE-HNG Series is available in a wide
variety of colors to match your company logo or
coordinate with the product inside the tube.The plug
is easily installed by simply pushing it into place.
The tubing package can now be hung on a display or a
storage unit.
Visit us at www.caplugs.com or contact us at 
1-888-CAPLUGS for more information.

Complete line of netting
Sleeve-Web® netting provides low-cost protection
against physical damage to exterior surfaces of
machined, polished, plated, coated or threaded 
cylindrical parts. Its elasticity ensures a snug fit and a
non-slip grip on straight-sided parts and those with
tapered or varying contours. Our complete line of
netting includes flat sheet netting, cut Sleeve-Web 
netting and cut Bottle-Web™ netting.
Visit us at www.caplugs.com or contact us at
1-888-CAPLUGS for more information.

Protective Plastic Netting

®

®

Packaging Tubes

TRC Series
ClearView® plastic tubing is ideal for packaging,
storing and shipping product. Our TRC Series
has no side seams and a clear bottom for 
maximum viewing area.Choose from hundreds of end
caps to complement your product or match your
company colors for a finished package. We 
can print logos, contact information, or even 
instructions right on the tube or the tube end.
Visit us at www.caplugs.com or contact us at 
1-888-CAPLUGS for more information.

www.caplugs.com
1-888-CAPLUGS

See us at IFPE, Booth #S-14931
March 11-15, Las Vegas

Cervecería Cuauhtémoc Moctezuma, part of 
the Fomento Económico Mexicano, S.A.B. de C.V., 
the leading beverage company in Latin America, is 
making history. Dos Equis XX Lager has launched its 
signature brand in a new aluminum bottle produced 
by CCL Container (www.cclcontainer.com), 
becoming the first Mexican-manufactured beer to 
offer its beverage in this package. “The new 12 oz 
aluminum bottle is an innovative and trendy design in 
the Mexican beer industry that will increase the brand 
value of Dos Equis,” says José Manuel Juárez, XX 
Lager brand manager. “It will reinforce the position 
of Dos Equis in the super-premium market as an 
original and unique beer that projects status.”

“Dos Equis wanted an interesting alternative to the 
glass bottle that would propel it even further in the 
Mexican market,” says Juan Carlos Bernal, manager 
at CCL Container. “The aluminum bottle provides 
an element of elegance to the brand.” The company 
also selected the aluminum bottle for benefits that 
extend beyond just piquing consumer interest. 
Aluminum bottles are unbreakable and resealable, 
they cool faster and are 100-percent recyclable. 
Also appealing to Dos Equis was the fact that CCL’s 
aluminum bottles can be decorated around their 
entire circumference, combining color and design to 
create an entirely unique way to make its mark with 
XX Lager. 

“Since our founding in 1884, Dos Equis has 
always excelled at bridging tradition with the modern 
world. In fact, the first XX lager, ‘Siglo XX,’ was 
created by founding father Wilhelm Hasse, to usher 
in the 20th century,” says Juarez. “Since then, we’ve 

been on the forefront of new 
innovations in beer distribution. The 
aluminum bottle is the next phase in our evolution.”

Bernal says that Dos Equis worked together with 
CCL Container to create a constructive synergy that 
produced a modern, sleek and functional package 
that will surely attract attention in the targeted 
beer market. He adds that though the company’s 
packaging will change through the years, what 
the Dos Equis signature XX design represents will 
remain the same. “The two symbols on the bottle 
of both XX Lager and XX Amber—the XX, which 
literally represents the Dos Equis name, and the 
face of Moctezuma, the 16th century Aztec ruler who 
was conquered by Hernan Cortez—will continue to 
work together to represent both Dos Equis history 
and its propensity for leading the way in change,” 
relates Agla Gabilondo, a Dos Equis manager of new 
product development.

XX marks the spot on Dos 
Equis’ aluminum bottle 

10 MARCH 2008 PACKAGING DIGEST  
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It was Leonardo da Vinci who first made the 
town of Sanpellegrino famous, but it’s the delicious, 
thirst-quenching properties of the area’s natural 
mineral water that made the San Pellegrino name 
famous worldwide. Sanpelligrino Aranciata, 
a variant sparkling orange beverage 
of the natural mineral water by the 
same brand, which has 12-percent 
fruit juice, is imported from Italy 
by Nestle Waters North America 
complete with pulp. Available in 
11.15-oz cans, the carbonated 
orange flavored beverage is topped 
by a separate foil overlid. Everyone 
knows that the tops of aluminum 
beverage cans aren’t always the 
most sanitary; so that’s why Nestle 
Waters Italy covers the cans with 
the deftly printed foil overlid, which 
acts as a dust cover and makes the 
cans look as premium as possible. 
Securing each can without lifting, 
the precut, 68-mm embossed foil 
seal called Eco cap has an easy-
removal pull-tab. 

The Eco cap lidding is flexo-printed in the 
same orange, blue, green and black color scheme as 

the labels on the can body. A lacquer coating adds 
gloss and protects the ink. The cans are tray-packed 
and film-wrapped for distribution. The covered-can 
introduction generated a 30-percent sales increases 

in Europe, according to Nestle Waters’ 
Italian Business Unit.

  As of presstime, Nestle Waters 
wasn’t able to relate supplier 
details on the Sanpellagrino 
Eco cap lidding, but does say 
the lidding has become quite a 
hit. Notes Joe Juliano of Nestle 
Waters North America, “Market 
research shows that the Eco cap 
lid is receiving a very positive 
consumer perception and that it 
conveys a premium image and 
prevents the can from becoming 
dirty (therefore allowing you to 
put your mouth on a ‘preserved,’ 
more hygienic surface). In Italy, 
Sanpellegrino was the first 

company to launch the Eco cap, 
and now, competitors are starting to 

imitate it. We also have very positive 
feedback from Australian consumers, too 

because of the hygienic aspects of the lidding.” 

Overlid keeps cans of sparkling water clean
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comment
John Kalkowski, Editorial Director

Impact of Wal-Mart scorecard creates concerns 

TThere is always risk when you’re an innovator. That’s why many 
persons experienced both excitement and trepidation when Wal-
Mart offi cially implemented its packaging scorecard on Feb. 1. The 
company is using the scorecard to help achieve its sustainability 
goals of reducing waste, using renewable energy and selling 
sustainable products. 
    The scorecard requires suppliers to enter data into a program 
that allows Wal-Mart buyers to compare each supplier’s 
sustainability credentials. It has become a key tool for the 

retailer’s buyers to use when they make purchasing decisions. 
   As of the start date, Wal-Mart estimates that so far, nearly 

6,400 of its vendors have submitted data on more than 
97,000 products. In becoming the fi rst major U.S. retailer 

to initiate such a sweeping sustainability program, Wal-
Mart deserves praise. However, in the early weeks of its 
implementation, a lot of concern is being expressed.
  Some say Wal-Mart’s primary goal is to reduce its own 

supply-chain costs. Others claim the scorecard will drive 
up suppliers’ costs as they redesign packaging and logistics. 

One estimate put Procter & Gamble’s cost of complying at 
$200 million. By Wal-Mart’s own estimates, about 20 percent 
of its suppliers have not yet submitted scorecard data. Most 
who haven’t complied are smaller vendors. 

   The scorecard includes several key metrics: greenhouse gas 
emissions; product-to-package ratio; space utilization; the amount 
of renewable energy used in package production; and emissions 
related to the distance the packaging materials are transported.
   One industry consultant expressed concern that some of the 
metrics on which the scorecard is based are not fi nalized, yet 
buyers are making decisions based on the scorecard results. He 
pointed out that some materials defi nitions are still listed as “draft” 
on a website for suppliers. He also said use of renewable energy was 
supposed to be extra credit, yet it’s being given a 10-percent weight 
in each supplier’s score, which could exclude them from purchases.
   Despite a yearlong testing stage before the Feb. 1 launch, Wal-
Mart admits that it will need to continue refi ning the metrics.
   Perhaps the biggest concern about the whole process is the fact 
that no matter what Wal-Mart does, this sustainability program 
will become a de facto standard for the industry—the global 
muscle of this retail giant commands that much attention.
   So, it is important that Wal-Mart gets it right. That’s the 
responsibility of being a leader.   
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Air Demand Analysis

• Complete air system audit to create a
detailed air usage profile

• Charts air flow, power consumption, and
system pressures 

• Optimize your facility’s day-to-day
operations by knowing your demand

www.kaeser.com/ada or (866) 516-6888

Rotary Screw Air Compressors
• Superior reliability

• From 3 to 600 hp

• Pressures from 80 to 217 psig

• Saves up to 20% in energy costs 

• Many models with integral dryers

www.kaeser.com/sigma or (866) 516-6888

SmartPipe™

• Aluminum compressed air piping, no rust
or corrosion

• Lightweight materials and push-to-fit
connectors for quick and easy install

www.kaeser.com/smartpipe or (866) 516-6888

Variable Speed Compressors
• Maximum efficiency for variable

compressed air demand

• Available from 10 to 335 hp

• Precisely control pressure to ±2 psig

www.kaeser.com/sfc or (866) 516-6888

Tri-Lobe Blower Package
• Rotary tri-lobe blower in a compact,

sound dampening enclosure

• Reduced noise levels as much as 20
dB(A) with sound dampening enclosure

www.kaeser.com/omega or (866) 516-6888

“In a business where every
fraction of a second counts,
we can’t settle for second-
best.”

www.kaeser.com/sigma
info.usa@kaeser.com

(866) 516-6888 

COMPRESSORS

Nobody knows a winner better than Joe Gibbs Racing. That’s why they’ve
installed Kaeser compressed air systems in their state-of-the-art

raceshop.    
Reliable air is the lifeblood of Joe Gibbs’ operation – just as it is in

yours.  From CNC milling centers to the fab shop and everywhere else in
your plant, Kaeser provides all the clean air you require to keep you running
at peak performance, 24/7.  

Available in any size you need, our units are engineered for easy
maintenance and energy efficiency ... but most of all, for reliability. So,
when you want a winner, choose Kaeser.

Kaeser Compressors, Inc., P.O. Box 946, Fredericksburg, VA 22404 USA
Built for a lifetime is a trademark of Kaeser Compressors, Inc. ©2008 Kaeser Compressors, Inc.

©2007 Joe Gibbs Racing, Inc.

— J. D. Gibbs
Team President – Joe Gibbs Racing,

technology partner with Kaeser Compressors since 1998
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Our films cover your product. 
Our people cover everything else.

CUSTOMER SUPPORT TEAM QUALITY CERTIFICATION ON-TIME DELIVERY

[ ]IT ALL STARTS 
WHEN YOU CALL

KLÖCKNER
PENTAPLAST.
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Cartoning, Casing & Sealing

KLÖCKNER PENTAPLAST

PHARMACEUTICAL FILMS

We’ve got you covered with a full range of

mono and barrier Pentapharm® films for

your pharmaceutical blister packaging

needs. Our films have been specially 

formulated to protect against moisture and

gas for prolonged product shelf life. With

worldwide manufacturing plants and 

distribution facilities, our global sourcing

has you covered no matter where your

products are packaged.

Our people keep you covered with their

technical expertise and unsurpassed 

customer service. Every order is certified

to meet quality and industry standards.

With reliable on-time delivery and 

continuing technical support after the 

sale, Klöckner Pentaplast gives you the

coverage you need.

Vinyl, PETG, APET, A/MA/B, 

ACLAR®-laminated, PVdC-coated, 

COC-laminated & -coated

ACLAR® is a registered trademark of Honeywell International Inc.

ON-SITE TECHNICAL SUPPORT

www.kpfilms.com
540.832.3600
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new products
equipment

Top-loading case packer  The SD Series is 
a case-erecting, robotic top-loading and case-sealing 
system with a footprint of 14 ft. The packer is equipped 
with a gantry or an articulated 6-axis robot. At 20 cpm, the 
system handles cartons, bags and pouches, tier sheets, 
cans or bottles of all shapes with a customized infeed 
system, sealed or hot melt and a Rockwell 
platform. Features include a cantilever 
design of the case-transfer mechanism, 
a new generation of numerical axes for 
loading and a case-outfeed optimized 
to reduce the machine footprint.
Cermex, Inc., 678/221-3570
www.cermexinc.com 

Case/tray packers The Axiom® IM Series case/tray packers feature next-generation 
electronic motion control technology. The product features an open design for convenience when 
cleaning and accessing machine components. New product sizes are easily added through the 
HMI and an electronic handwheel provides hand cycling when needed to 
view the entire machine function in slow motion. Individual servo electronic 
overloads are easily adjusted as the load changes and can be set 
sensitive enough to protect the mechanism and, at 
times, even the product, the co. says. 
The product features changeovers 
that are completed in minutes with 
minimal change parts and operation 
speeds up to 45 cases or trays/min 
(application dependent). 
Douglas Machine, Inc., 
320/763-6587.
www.douglas-machine.com

Small format blister machinery The KBS-GS small-format, blister-packaging machine is 
designed to handle rapid-paced, fast changeover demands for moderate production needs. The product 
is ideal for package development, startup volumes and small-batch production facilities, the co. says. The 
blister-packaging machine supports a maximum forming and sealing format of 250�150 mm in the index 
direction and operates at a rate of up to 15 cycles/min. The servo-controlled drive maintains precise 
control of machine movements and station positioning while an IPC machine control allows process 
parameters to be set and stored through the touchscreen operator interface. 
Koch Packaging, 973/541-7312.
www.kochpackaging.com
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Horizontal motion conveyor The co. releases the FastBack 260E horizontal-
motion conveyor, with no operator adjustments, flexure or variable speed tuning required. 
The full washdown drive handles conveyor pans up to 35-ft long and can be used with 
different pan sizes and configurations for economical 
changes in equipment layouts. The 
conveyor resists pan cracks, requires no 
frequent adjustment and features a quiet, 
70-dB operation, the co. says. The motion 
conveyors are also available for fresh-cut and 
frozen vegetables and fruit.  
Heat and Control, Inc., 510/259-0500.
www.heatandcontrol.com

new productsequipment

Communication modules The co.  
releases PROFIBUS-DP communication modules 
as the fourth communication option for the 
SMVector drive. The streamlined pop-in modules 
can be factory-installed or simply inserted into 
an already existing SMVector. As a result, the 
SMVector becomes compatible in many machine 
environments, and users can maintain their own 
communication preferences, the co. states.
Lenze-AC Tech, 508/278-9100.
www.lenze-actech.com

Thermal-transfer printer The S-107 HS high-
speed thermal-transfer printer features two printheads, 
one mounted at the edge of the web and the other in 
the middle. The printer can operate at speeds up to 500-
mm/sec and offers a cost-effective alternative to using 
preprinted labels for generating variable information such 
as lot numbers, date codes and scannable bar codes. 
The printer incorporates a new preheat mechanism that 
releases ink and transfers imagery to the package or 
product at high speeds. 
Greydon, Inc., 717/848-3875.
www.greydon.com

Broken-down coding and marking equipment? Call Squid Ink. Count on     

pdx0803npequip_ID   16pdx0803npequip_ID   16 2/21/2008   3:55:27 PM2/21/2008   3:55:27 PM



www.packagingdigest.com   MARCH 2008 PACKAGING DIGEST  17

Flow controller The co. announces the Kaeser Flow Controller, which is available for system 
capacities from 250 to 6,200 scfm. The flow controller creates more effective storage by accumulating 
compressed air in the receivers and only delivering air that is needed for production, the co. states. The 
product responds to fluctuating demand and actively maintains constant system pressure downstream. More 

stable air pressure helps eliminate artificial demand and substantially reduces air losses through 
leaks. The controller stores compressed air to be used to satisfy air demand spikes without 
a pressure drop at the point of use and is easy to install in new or existing systems without 
reconfiguring existing piping.
Kaeser Compressors, Inc., 800/777-7873.
www.kaeser.com

Photoelectric sensors Series 31 
Opti-Vue photoelectric sensors have a compact 
35�62-mm footprint. These small sensors 
offer a built-in SPDT relay with AC/DC models 
and 4-in-1™ output with DC models. The relay 
eliminates the need for a separately mounted 
and wired relay, and the 4-in-1 technology allows 
a single sensor to operate with four different 
output configurations, automatically selected 
by the sensor based on the connected load. 
The sensors also feature visible front-status 
LEDs, ambient light immunity and an IP67-rated 
housing. The sensors can be used for closing 
edge monitoring of gates and industrial doors, object detection, assembly and 
packaging, material handling and general automation.
Pepperl+Fuchs, 330/486-0001.
www.am.pepperl-fuchs.com

Pouchmaker The installation of the new Mamata Vega 610 at the 
co.’s Cary, IL, facility aims to increase the range of pouches from 3-side-seal 
flat styles to unlimited sizes that do not without requiring new tooling for the 
machine. The pouchmaker also produces Doyen-style, stand-up pouches with 
plowed-in bottoms as well as zippers and tear notches. The new pouchmaker is 
all-servo driven, with a speed range of 1,500- to 5,000- cycles/hr, depending on 
the pouch type and configuration. It will handle a maximum web width of 1,220-
mm, and a sealing width of 8-mm.  
Ampac Flexibles, 513/671-1777.
www.ampaconline.com

800-877-5658 • squidink.com

    our systems for high reliability and low maintenance.
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ZUCKERMAN-
HONICKMAN, INC.
191 South Gulph Road
King of Prussia, PA 19406
610/962-0100
610/962-1080
www.zh-inc.com

WB BOTTLE SUPPLY
COMPANY INC.
3400 S. Clement Avenue
Milwaukee, WI 53207
800/738-3931
414/482-2963
www.wbbottle.com

UNITED STATES
CONTAINER CORPORATION
4950 South Santa Fe Avenue
Vernon, CA 90058
323/589-1000
323/214-1350
www.uscontainer.com

TRICORBRAUN
10330 Old Olive Street Road
St. Louis, MO 63141
800/325-7782
314/569-5087
www.tricorbraun.com

RYCO PACKAGING CORPORATION
11422 Miracle Hills Dr., #201
Omaha, NE 68154
402/493-8951
402/493-8813
www.rycopkg.com

RICHARDS PACKAGING INC.
7100 River Road, #4
Richmond, BC V6X 1X5
Canada
604/270-0111
604/270-8937
www.richardspackaging.com

PENN BOTTLE AND SUPPLY CO.
710 East Third Street
Essington, PA 19029
610/521-6000
610/521-7200
www.pennbottle.com

PACKAGE SUPPLY
& EQUIPMENT CO., INC.
P.O. Box 19021
Greenville, SC 29602-9021
864/277-0900
864/299-3400
www.packagesupply.com

PARAMOUNT CAN COMPANY, INC.
16430 Phoebe Avenue
La Mirada, CA  90638
714-690-3000
www.paramountcan.com

ALICO PACKAGING, INC.
4439 Ish Drive
Simi Valley, CA 93063
805/52-ALICO
805/522-5430
www.alicopkg.com

ALL AMERICAN
CONTAINERS OF TAMPA
4917 Oak Fair Blvd.
Tampa, Fl.  33610
813-740-8777
www.allamericancontainers.com

ALL-PAK, INCORPORATED
Corporate One West
1195 Washington Pike
Bridgeville, PA 15017-2854
412/257-3000
412/257-3001
www.all-pak.com

ANDLER
PACKAGING GROUP
376 Third Street
P.O. Box 499125
Everett, MA 02149-4718
800/333-1113
617/387-9858
www.andler.com

BERLIN PACKAGING
111 North Canal Street
Suite 300
Chicago, IL 60606-7203
800-7-BERLIN
312/876-9290
www.berlinpackaging.com

M. JACOB & SONS
30375 Northwestern Highway
Farmington Hills, MI 48334
248/737-9440
248/737-2151
www.mjacobandsons.com

O. BERK COMPANY
3 Milltown Court
P.O. Box 1690
Union, NJ 07083-8108
908/851-9500
908/851-9367
www.oberk.com

PACKAGE ALL
CORPORATION
655 Church Street
Bayport, NY 11705
631/472-7200
631/472-7222

NORTHPAK
CONTAINER CORPORATION
1842-A Enterprise Parkway
Twinsburg, OH 44087
800/446-0351
330/405-9688
www.northpak.com
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THE BOTTLE CREW
P.O. Box 250250
West Bloomfield, MI 48325
248/538-8500
248/538-8764
www.bottlecrew.com

C. L. SMITH COMPANY
1311 South 39th Street
St. Louis, MO 63017
800/264-1202
314/771-3351
www.clsmith.com

CHELSEA BOTTLE CO., INC.
10 Wesley Street
P.O. Box 6330
Chelsea, MA 02150-6330
800-345-JARS
617/889-1626
www.chelseabottle.com

CINCINNATI
CONTAINER COMPANY
5060 Duff Drive
Cincinnati, OH 45246-1309
513/874-6874
513/874-7178
www.cincinnaticontainer.com

CLEVELAND BOTTLE
& SUPPLY CO.
12201 Elmwood Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44111
216/889-3330
216/889-7325
www.clevelandbottle.com

CONSOLIDATED
BOTTLE COMPANY
77 Union Street
Toronto, ON M6N 3N2
Canada
416/656-7777
416/656-6394
www.consolidatedbottle.com

CONTINENTAL
PACKAGING SOLUTIONS
230 West Monroe Street,
Suite 2400
Chicago, IL 60606
312/666-2050
312/666-7501
www.continentalpackagingsolutions.com

CROWN PACKAGING
INTERNATIONAL /
POLYCON INDUSTRIES, INC.
8919 Colorado Street
Merrillville, IN 46410-7208
800/621-4620
219/738-1024
www.crownpolycon.com

DUVAL CONTAINER COMPANY
91 South Myrtle Avenue
P.O. Box 41006
Jacksonville, FL 32203-2117
904/355-0711
904/350-9709
www.duvalcontainer.com

EMPIRE/EMCO, INC.
2430 North Forest, Suite 125
Getzville, NY 14068
800/372-6885
800/713-6747
www.empireemco.com

GENERAL BOTTLE
SUPPLY COMPANY
1930 East 51st Street
Los Angeles, CA 90058
323-581-2001
323-581-1216
http://www.bottlesetc.com

INMARK, INC.
675 Hartman Road,
Suite 100
Austell, GA 30168
770/373-3300
770/373-3301
www.inmarkinc.com

KAUFMAN
CONTAINER COMPANY
1000 Keystone Parkway
Suite 100
Cleveland, OH  44135-0902
800/824-4119
216-898-2000
www.kaufmancontainer.com

LERMAN
CONTAINER COMPANY
10 Great Hill Road
P.O. Box 979
Naugatuck, CT 06770-2224
203/723-6300
203/723-6687
www.bottles.com

INDUSTRIAL CONTAINER
AND SUPPLY CO.
1845 South 5200 West
Salt Lake City, Utah 84101
801/972-1561
801/972-1269
www.industrialcontainer.com
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Barrier bags Flavorseal™ Barrier I restaurant chub 
cooking bags are made with sturdy handles. Debuting in 
pt, qt, gal and custom sizes for high-volume institutional 
applications, the bags have a durable, 3-mil, layered 
construction with 2-in.-thick bottom seals. The center 
handles make lifting safe, the co. reports. A tubular 
configuration and no side seals means that the bags resist 
leakage and protect food quality, the co. says. Reportedly 
boilable up to 220 deg F., the high-barrier bags are said to 
meet food regulations for reduced oxygen packaging.
CMS, 866/769-1500.
www.cmsflavorseal.com

Film & Foil

Shrink films Form-Tite™ films are said to 
be engineered for optimum performance on high-
speed Multivac FormShrink machines, reportedly 
maximizing the equipment’s potential to triple 
productivity and lower total costs, compared with 
rotary chamber shrink systems. The co. cites the 
printable films’ substantial gloss and clarity as 
well as high shrink characteristics, while offering 
patented EZ Peel® opening technology.
Curwood, 800/544-4672.
www.curwood.com

Reflective films FMG (field marking 
grade) glass bead-coated reflective cast 
vinyl film and PG (promotional grade) 
glass bead-coated reflective polyester 
film join the co.’s REFLECTamark® 
Series. The former is said to offer 7-year 
outdoor durability; the latter 2-year. Both 
are 4½-mil thick and are coated with a 
high-performance permanent p-s acrylic 
adhesive, backed with either 50# kraft 
roll liner or 90# layflat sheet liner. The co. 
says the adhesive bonds well to ABS, low 
surface-energy plastics, aluminum and 
stainless steel, with films cited for bar-code 
scanning, emblems, promotional labels 
and other uses.
FLEXcon Co., 508/885-8300.
www.FLEXcon.com

Polyester lidding films LumiLid® 
makes its bow as a line of heat-sealable, 
solvent-free polyester lidding films that are 
environment-friendly and FDA-compliant. The 
co. says the films for frozen and refrigerated 
food applications are made using its proprietary 
extrusion coating technology, eliminating 
potentially dangerous VOCs, and can be 
used for microwaveable and dual-ovenable 
applications. They seal cleanly and securely and 
resist shredding, according to the co. 
Toray Plastics (America) Inc., 732/229-4131.
www.TorayFilms.com

Front & Back 
Label Applicator 
• Equipped with rugged 
 stainless steel side frames
• Electronically matched top trap ensures  
 optimum system flexibility
• Variable labeling speeds to 
 300+ Products per minute
• Easily integrates into existing 
 lines or off line configurations

3600 RW 
Series 
Applicator 
• Reads, Encodes, Verifies,
 Prints & Applies RFID tags
• Unique reject shuttle 
 mechanism for bad tags
• Supports EPC Class 1, Gen 1 and Gen 2 tags
• Sato or Zebra version available

1318 Quaker Circle • Salem, OH 44460
Telephone: 330-332-1800 • Fax: 330-332-2144 

Every facet... of our 
manufacturing process is housed under one roof. 
We offer the most automated, state-of-the-art 
manufacturing facility in the industry—resulting 
in an impeccable finished product. 

From Semi-automatic applications to the most 
demanding high speed, high accuracy labeling 
solutions, we understand your needs. 
And at CTM, supporting our customers before,
             during and after the sale is paramount.  

Contact us today, or visit us on the Web!

pdx0706_ctm.indd   1 05/07/07   11:29:16 AM
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Thermoplastic 
elastomer A phthalate-
free thermoplastic elastomer is 
introduced as Versaflex™ CL E95, 
part of the co.’s TPE line. Said to 
address recent regulations limiting 
phthalate-based plasticizers as 
well as market demands for low 
extractable TPEs, the plasticizer-
free elastomer offers clarity while 
being suited for a variety of extruded 
tubing and films, blow-molded bags 
and other containers.The elastomer  
is also autoclavable and gamma-
radiation stable, the co. notes.
GLS Corp., 815/385-8500.
www.glscorporation.com

Protective film Said to be designed on the basis 
of polyolefins, NOVAGUARD® 9377 is introduced as an 
opaque white surface protection film to guard parts against 
external aggression, including acid rain and marks during 
assembly, transport and storage. The 2.4-mil film, with a 
rated 9-month exterior weather resistance, reportedly is 
made with solvent-free adhesive and, if unsoiled after use, 
can be incinerated or recycled, the co. claims.
Novacel, 33 (0)2 32 82 72 33.
www.novacel.fr

PET wine bottle With the 
cylindrical silhouette, 
pronounced shoulder and 
concave bottom of the 
traditional Bordeaux bottle, 
made of  PET, is introduced. 
Closed with an aluminum 

closure having a finish 
like those used for 
threaded caps, the new 
50-g bottle grows out of 
the co.’s collaboration 
with Constar Intl., aimed 
at using a monOxbar® 
monolayer material for 
adequate shelf life and 
organoleptic features. 
The co. says the PET 

bottle can run on ordinary bottling 
lines, and ensures resistance to axial 
load during bottling.
PET Eng., 39 (43) 840-3069.
www.petengineering.com
Constar Intl., 215/552-3700.
www.constar.net

Freeze-tolerant resin 
What’s called the first-ever 
freeze-tolerant resin, CP-INJ-13, 
reportedly retains rigidity in freezing 
temperatures, so is suitable for 
frozen food applications including ice 
cream containers. The PLA-based 
resin provides structural integrity to 
–35-deg C, the co. says, with tensile 
elongation about 10 times greater. 
Cereplast, Inc., 310/676-5000.
www.cereplast.com
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Case Packers Built by Perfectionists, For Perfectionists

Toll Free: (800) 535-2730
E-mail: sales@becmail.com
Web: BrentonSolutions.comVisit BrentonSolutions.com to download our whitepaper

“Tradional vs. Robotic Case Packing” and view product videos.

You know who you are. You demand value, durability, flexibility 
and perfection in packaging equipment. And so do we. For 20 
years, Brenton has been supplying industry with a wide range 
precision-engineered packaging systems and solutions,  each 
designed for maximum durabilty, speed and ease of use.

So if you’re in to perfection as much as we are, you owe it 
to yourself to find out more about the entire line of Brenton 
packaging equipment including case packing, shrink wrapping, 
robotics and Currie by Brenton 
conventional palletizers.

•  Machine Speeds to Match Your Requirements
•  High-Speed Systems up to 500 Cartons/minute
•  Can Accomodate Multiple Case Types
•  Mechanical & Servo Designs
•  Designed For Easy Operation
•  Fast, Tool-Free Changeovers
•  Heavy-Duty Frame for Long Service Life

new productsmaterials

PLA sheet Rejuven8™ and Rejuven8 Plus PLA sheet are introduced as the first in a 
line of environmentally responsible plastics that are designed to help significantly reduce 
energy usage and greenhouse gas emissions. Said to be made with NatureWorks® PLA, 
both sheets are specifically developed for thermoforming applications, with the plus grade 
having enhanced physical properties instead of standard PLA and impact properties 
similar to PET.
Spartech Corp., 314/721-4242. www.spartech.com
NatureWorks LLC, 952/742-0571.www.natureworksllc.com

Machine films Stratos™ 
soars to the top as a family of 
what the co. calls ultra-high-yield 
machine films for automated 
pallet-wrapping applications. The 
co. says its latest stretch film 
innovation provides significantly 
lower costs per pallet, and can 
be used in many high-speed and 
high-volume applications, improving 
on a benchmark set by its own 
Revolution® films. Offerings include 
42- and 45-ga films with load 
containment properties of much 
thicker films on the market, and 
material reduction ranging from 15 
to 50 percent, depending on current 
film usage, the co. adds.
Pliant Corp., 888/475-4268.
www.pliantcorp.com

Eco-friendly sheet 
EcoStar™ HS 1000 is offered as a 
PET-based eco-friendly material, 
reportedly comparable in cost 
to PVC but 
with better 
clarity, that 
can be sealed 
with existing 
machinery and 
tooling using a 
broad variety of 
substrates. The 
co. says that the material’s sealing 
efficiency offers energy savings 
of eight to 10 percent by reducing 
the duty cycle on RF machines, is 
easier to weld, with 100-percent 
fiber tear on blister-to-card seal and 
better plastic to plastic welding.
Placon Corp., 800/541-1535.
www.placon.com
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PET lidding Rocklid GP PET debuts 
as a peelable, dual-ovenable lidding for foil 
containers. The co. says the lidding allows 
the end user to keep the film on a foil tray 
during cooking in a conventional oven. The 
film, the co. adds, acts as a slow-release 
steamer film and self-vents in the oven, with 
cooked product retaining a higher amount of 
moisture and color, since no piercing of the 
lidding is necessary. It reportedly conforms 
to FDA regulations and EC directives. 
Rockwell Solutions, 44 (0) 1382-622122.
www.rockwellsolutions.com

Food containers 
Reportedly lined with 
a corn-based plastic 
barrier, ecotainer™ 
food containers are 
available in 8- and 16-
oz sizes. The use of 
this kind of liner rather 
than a petroleum-based 
moisture barrier means, 
the co. asserts, that 
ecotainer products 
are made from fully renewable materials and are 
commercially compostable.
International Paper, 800/223-1268.
www.ecotainerpackaging.com

APET sheet Setting its sights on the grocery and 
food packaging industries, the co. says it is investing 
in APET sheet production capacity of 300,000 tons, 
targeted to support brands and grocers seeking 
to boost their sales. The co. says this capacity will 
increase in June when a new PET resin and APET 
sheet complex will be completed in Oman, noting its 
products are sold to thermoformers who supply the 
global grocery and food-packaging industries.
Octal, 972/985-4370.
www.octalglobal.com

HEADQUARTERS
Buffalo Grove, IL 
847.465.0160

Visit us at our 
corporate website
www.kgki.com

ATLANTA
Suwanee, GA 
678.442.1770

© 2008 KGK International

KGK International Corp.
Meeting Local Challenges with Global Technology™

Proven Reliability and Performance 
at an Affordable Price
Proven Reliability and Performance 
at an Affordable Price
BRAND-Master™ accommodates a wide variety of container shapes and sizes 
at through-puts ranging from 100 to 800 units per minute.  Advantages include:

■ High quality stainless steel construction with a small footprint
■ Modular in-line design for quick changeover
■ Precision gear drive system for consistent insert rate
■ User-friendly control for easy training and less downtime.

Backed by the resources of KGK International, 
BRAND-Master is in use worldwide in a variety 
of applications ranging from local to international 
brands.  To discover how BRAND-Master can 
bring more profit to your operation, 
contact Tom Donnowitz at 
tdonnowitz@kgki.com or 
847-465-4415 today.

Integrator/distributor inquiries invited.

New Shrink Sleeve Labeler
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Self-contained pallet box New Step-
Pak™ is designed as a self-contained pallet/sleeve/lid 

combination with an aim of reducing loss and damage 
as well as human wear and tear. Foot latches on the 
pallet deck handle locking/unlocking are made of ABS, 
while the pallet base and lid are 2.5-mil HDPE. The 
Z-shaped plastic corrugated sleeve folds down. The 
standard 1,00031,200-mm footprint calculates to a 
35-in. sleeve height, 42-in. total assembled height and 
about 12 ½-in KD.
Universal Package Systems, 866/875-9918

www.universalpackage.com
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IIf the winners of the Flexible Packaging Assn.’s 
(www.fl expack.org) 2008 Packaging Achievement 
Awards competition are any indication, fl exible 
packaging continues to fl ourish, as the FPA’s 52nd 
packaging competition underscores plenty of 
innovation taking place in the fl exible packaging 
market. Judged on outstanding converting and 
packaging in four categories: packaging excellence; 
technical innovation; environmental achievement; 
and printing achievement, the winners feature new 
combinations of materials, inventive structural 
designs and applications that have amplifi ed the use 
of fl exible packaging within the retail, institutional, 
and industrial markets. 

 Announced on March 5 in Orlando, FL, 
the competition generated 75 entries and 99 
competition category entries this year, with 26 
receiving a total of 29 Achievement Awards. 

   The winners make the most of looks, ease 
of use, functionality and sustainability – a key 
buzzword of the new millennium, which is 
prevalent here, with winning packages that use 
less fossil fuel, produce less CO

2
 emissions and 

represent a reduction in solid waste. Environmental 
achievements are seen in many winning fl ex-packs, 
such as a pouch that replaces rigid packaging for 
carpet cleaner tablets and a compact, retortable 
package for ready-to-heat sauces. 

Technological improvements to a vegetable 
steaming package result in a microwaveable cook-
in bag with improved venting systems. Printing 
achieves bright colors, superior registration and large 
billboard display space for an easy-open/resealable 
bag containing frozen chicken, and resealable 
features are welcome attributes for bags of gourmet 
cat food.

The top winners include nine gold awards and 
two Highest Achievement winners in two categories, 
as well as two gold winners in the Environmental 
and Sustainability Achievement category. All are 
described here. The entire article, which also details 
the silver award winners, can be found on our 
website at www.packagingdigest.com/silver08.

Top achievements
A curvy pouch that conveys what’s inside 

and how it’s used, the Royco Sauce Pouch (1), 

submitted by CLP Packaging Solutions, Inc. (www.
clppackaging solutions.com), took the Highest 
Achievement Award in the Packaging Excellence 
category. A microwaveable package with a secure-
grip, “no-heat” handle that performs well in a retort 
chamber, on the shelf and in the kitchen, the shapely 
pouch holds 200 mL of Royco heat-and-serve sauces 
and gravies, a new product entry from Masterfoods 
South Africa Ltd., Cape Town, South Africa. The 
heat-and-pour sauce pouch is Masterfoods’ fi rst 
departure from dry-food packaging and protects the 
contents with outstanding barrier properties. 

The nonfoil, four-ply adhesive-laminated 
construction allows the stand-up pouch to remain 
stable during heating while its heat-free handle 
avoids the discomfort that often accompanies 
grasping a hot pouch from the microwave oven. 

The pouchstock comprises  polyethylene 
terepthlatate, a high-barrier PET layer, a biaxially 
oriented nylon layer that adds puncture-resistance, 
elasticity and thermomechanical performance and 
a layer of white polypropylene,  which creates a 
rich backdrop for the reverse-printed graphics 
on the PET top layer without requiring a thick 
layer of white ink on-press. This saves money and 
makes printing and drying more effi cient, says CLP 
Packaging Solutions president of U.S. operations, 
Ehud Safrai. The package uses adhesives and nylon 
from Italy’s CFP Flexible Packaging S.p.A. (www. 
www.cfp-fl ex.it/), adhesives from Rohm & Haas 
(www.rohmhaas.com), PET from Kolon Industries 
(www.ikolon.com), 
a PET Alumina 
Barrialox barrier PET 
layer (that allows 
the pouch to be 
retorted without the 
need for a foil layer, 
which also makes 
it microwavable) 
from Toray Intl. 
(www.toray.co.jp), 
polypropylene from 
Israel’s Polyon 
Industries Ltd. 
(www.polyon.
co.il/), and inks 
from Siegwerk 
Druckfarben 

AG (www.siegwerk.de). It is said to offer a cost-
effective alternative to its rigid counterparts.

CLP designed the value-added structure with 
a large contoured handle area for a comfortable 
grip. The handle is sealed so that hot sauce can’t 
come in contact with fi ngers during transport 
and pouring. The gravy-pitcher shape of the 
package makes use very intuitive, enhances eye 
appeal and facilitates pouring while the handle 
makes it easier to pick up the heated pouch.  The 
shape communicates an important brand message 
and easy cues to the package’s functionality. A hole 
die-cut into the handle allows consumers to get a 
good grip, and allows retailers to display the sauces 
on a rack. 

Produced in Israel by parent company, CLP 
Industries Ltd., the pouch is 139 microns (5.4 
mils) thick overall. CLP Industries gravure-prints 
the pouch material on a Cerutti (www.cerutti.it) 
press, which makes strong use of bold fi elds of color, 
elegant color grades and lifelike, halftone graphics. 
The pouchstock is laminated on a system from 
Valmet Rotomec (www.valmet.com).

Lightweight and easy to store, the pouch 
eliminates the need for washing and drying gravy 
boats and saves more energy in transport, than 
comparably sized rigid containers, according to 
CLP Packaging. It’s shipped to the packager as a 
preformed pouch, so it can be fi lled and sealed 
quickly and reliably.  “The pouch represents the 

Lauren R. Hartman, Senior Editor

    Fascination 
with flexibles 

The 2008 FLEXIBLE PACKAGING ACHIEVEMENT AWARD WINNERS focus on looks, 
convenience features, high performance, cost, advanced materials and print technologies. 
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best attributes of fl exible packaging—reliability, 
performance, convenience and outstanding 
consumer appeal,” sums up Safrai. 

Souped-up membrane
The second Highest Achievement award 

winner—this one in the Technical Innovation 
category, is the Ultra Peel retortable membrane end, 
entered by Watson Standard Adhesives (401/225-

5260) for Campbell Soup Co.’s 
Soup at Hand containers (2). 
Adopted for Tomato and 
Creamy Chicken varieties, the 
entry is also a gold winner in 
Technical Innovation. The 
membrane end is said to be 
the fi rst retortable, peelable 
membrane end in the U.S. 

market and represents signifi cant 
advancements over existing 
retortable end technology in an 
economical, easy-to-use, safe-to-
open format. Equipped with a 
handy pull-tab, the proprietary 

reverse-printed membrane 
structure comprises 

a three-layer 
adhesive 
laminate 
of 
polyester/

foil/

polypropylene 
with superior 
opening initiation 
and an even 
draw, as well 
as a controlled 
peel, according to 
Watson Standard. 

Able to 
withstand saturated 
steam retorting at 
temperatures of 

at least 250 deg F 
for 1 hr, the fl exible membrane is peeled away by 
the consumer and is considered safer and more 
easily disposable than a sharp-edged alternative, 
says Bill Allen, manager of market development 
at Watson Standard. “The lacquered rings 
sealing to the peelable membrane make up the 
end. When the consumer peels the membrane 
away from the ring, they have a fl exible piece of 
laminated fi lm and foil with no sharp edges.”   

The Ultra Peel ends for retort packaging 
represent a market expansion possibility for 
fl exible/rigid package hybrid designs, notes 
Allen. The lidding is made of a fi lm laminate 

while many other can membrane lids are made 
of heavy-gauge aluminum, often coated with an 
extruded polymer, he explains.

“The alternate membranes are usually less fl exible 
and have a more aggressive peel,” he adds. The Ultra 
Peel membrane has a more even and consistent peel 
than a rigid aluminum EZO end and has no sharp 
edges once the container is open.” A distinction 
between Ultra Peel and fl exible fi lm membranes 
often used outside of the U.S. is that they are 
primarily made of aluminum and use polymer-
coated rings, not lacquered rings, he says.   

Eliminating sharp edges is accomplished with a 
retortable heat-sealable polypropylene dispersion 
in a solvent-based lacquer used on the Ultra Peel 
ring that allows for a controlled peel between the 
ring and the fi lm laminate membrane. The lidding’s 
patented construction is designed to withstand the 
demands of the retort environment while offering 
superior shear-resistance during the retort process. 
While attached to the rigid can, it won’t fl ex or 
impart severe stresses on the fl exible laminate, 
according to Watson Standard. The laminate 
structure also has strength, a superior initiation 
and an even draw for opening easily spillable liquid 
containers, and it’s puncture-resistant and printable. 
Lacquers on the ring stock provide for heat sealing 
and protection of the retort curl.

The Ultra peel membrane etook more than 
two years to develop. Allen says that the end is 
assembled in Canton, OH, at Sonoco’s (www.
sonoco.com) Sonoco-Phoenix Packaging plant and 
is reverse-printed by fl exography on the polyester 
layer in a single color with heating instructions 
and Campbell’s logo. Allen adds that while Ultra 
Peel is currently commercialized for use as the 
lidding material for Campbell’s, several other 
soup and food producer/marketers are expected to 
use it for applications requiring peelable lidding.  
Originally in a test rollout in 2007, the Soup at 
Hand containers featuring the new lid will expand 
distribution in 2008, notes Allen. PD hears that 
Campbell’s will implement a more extensive 
conversion to the new end for production in 2008. 

 Gold awards
For tea with no strings or loose leaves fl oating 

in your cup, the Sugart iTea Wand, marketed and 
distributed by Sugart Group USA, Manchester, 
NH (3), in conjunction with Bistrotea, is a new 
“designer” product that offers a unique way to brew 
tea. Functioning as a tea infuser, the wand-like 
stick-pack has a built-in, mechanical fi lter system 
that restricts the bitter components within a tea 
“pod,” while releasing a perfectly brewed tea serving. 

Launched in mid-2007, the teas are available 
across North America. Just drop the pod, or 
stick-pack, into hot water. Perforated all over for 
optimum brewing performance, the iTea Wand 
is a fresh design for the modern, on-the-go tea 
consumer, according to Sugart Group. It eliminates 
the need for a teaspoon and minimizes dripping. 
Natural tea is usually contained in a fi lter bag where 
water can interact with the leaves to brew.  But the 
tube-shaped stick-pack, developed over the course 
of six years, provides excellent performance and is 
convenient for on-the-go consumers. 

SATO’s new S84 print engines have raised 
the bar on the competition again. The 
industry’s best-performing print engines 
for automated print apply systems are now 
more productive and easier to use than ever. 
A host of exclusive benefi ts make the S84 
unbeatable, including:

with a max 
print speed of 16 ips, a 32-bit high-speed 
processor, a 1,000 meter ribbon capac-
ity and a quick-change ribbon cassette 
option, the S84 allows you to print more 
with less downtime. 

the S84 
allows application fl exibility within a single 
print engine architecture and can print 
in 203, 305 or 609 dpi thanks to inter-
changeable print heads. 

the only thing easier than operating the 
S84 is servicing it. The large, easy-to-read 
LCD with icon-based user menus allows for 
easy operation. Quick-change replacement 
parts swap out in a snap and are 
common among all three models. 

See for yourself why the S84 series from SATO 
is the industry’s best – bar none. 
For more information, call your 
local reseller today or log on to 
www.satoamerica.com/S84 to 
download a S84 datasheet.

SATO’s new S84 print 
engines have everything 
you need to get the job 
done right – right away.

www.satoamerica.com

Fast.
Flexible.
Friendly.
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Converted by Alcan Packaging (www.
alcanpackaging.com), the package won 
a gold award for Packaging Excellence. 
Comprising an integrated mechanical fi lter 
system the stick-pack shows no interaction 
during the release of the tea liquor with 
the fl avor, resulting in a richly fl avored tea 
beverage. Each slender “stick” contains a 
single serving of Premium Single Estate 
Ceylon Earl Grey, Bistro Ceylon Green 
Tea or Single Estate Ceylon Black Tea and 
contains 1.5 g of loose tea leaves.

 Made by Alcan in Germany, which 
developed the fi lm for the package in 
conjunction with Germany’s Bistrozucker 
(www.bistrozucker.de. )The stick-pack fi lm 
is a proprietary multilayer adhesive laminate 
of PP and foil, incorporating thousands of 
microperforations. Alcan Food Americas is 
facilitating the material’s commercialization 
in North America. It can be fi lled on 
equipment from Bosch Sigpack Systems AG 
(www. pa.bosch.com/sigpacksystems/eng/
index.asp),  according to Alcan.

Printing of the color-coded fl avor 
description on one end of each stick is 
performed on conventional equipment, 
Alcan says. The metallized look promotes 
a premium image for the tea while the 
glassine-like envelope in which the tube 
is inserted is printed with the same color 
scheme and a large, brightly colored tea leaf 
in the center, which is not only eye-catching 
but intricately detailed. 

Adds an Alcan spokesman, “The 
perforation process and the laminate have 
to be compatible.” Measuring about 5-in.-
long and 5/8 in. wide, the stick-pack uses a 
minimum of packaging material per serving 
versus a rigid container or the conventional 
tea bag/overwrap/carton package often 
found in the retail market.  

Each stick is housed in a colorfully 

printed, translucent paper envelope designed 
by Germany’s Sihl GmbH (www.sihl.de) 
to incorporate moisture- and tear-resistance 
and aroma protection. 

Label this deli pack reclosable 
Value-added features such as an easy-

to-open device and a strong repeat closure 
are found in Daniele, Inc.’s Delizia 
Presidents Prosciutto package (4). Using 
less packaging material than comparably 
sized rigid tubs and deli clamshells, the 
space-effi cient package fi ts the bill as 
an environmentally friendly package. 
Incorporating Re-Seal-It™ technology 
from Printpack, Inc. (www.printpack.
com), the reclosable pack won a gold award 
for Packaging Excellence. 

 Printpack says the header space is 
reduced by as much as 1¾ in. versus a slider 
and a zipper package because it reduces the 
size of the stockkeeping units that can be put 
into the same space on a store shelf. 

Combining proprietary label 
technology with high-performing barrier 
fi lms, the new deli pack was designed and 
engineered with consumers, retailers and 
food processors in mind. The package 
holds 4 oz of sliced prosciutto. The 
resealable device is a label, made with a 
glossy polypropylene fi lm facestock and 
a proprietary, removable acrylic-based 
adhesive that functions effectively with 
meat and other wet/fatty foodstuffs, says 
Printpack. The label is applied to a printed 
PET-based barrier fi lm.

 “Most zipper and slider packages 
require a large header to accommodate 
that resealable feature, so they require extra 
packaging fi lm,” explains Printpack’s market 
development manager Tony Alvarez. “Re-
Seal It uses no slider or zipper closure, so 
the package can hold as much but reduces a 

lot  of header space.”  
The Re-Seal It easy-open 

label provides a repeat reseal for 
thermoforms like the Daniele 
prosciutto package, which, is 
made of Neobar,™  a coex 
APET/ethylene vinyl alcohol/
polyethlyene forming fi lm 
made by Neoplastica (www.
neoplastica.com.br). 

To open the package, the 
user peels back the Re-Seal 
It label on the top. The label 
opens like a fl ap, providing full 
access to the product, with no 
“throat-opening” constraint, 
no scored fi lm headers and no 
additional peel-seal fi lms to 
break through. A swipe of the 
label recluses the package. The 
fl ap of the fi lm sticks to the back 
of the label.

 The peel-and-reclose label is 
part of a Printpack packaging 
system, which 
includes a label 
“applicator” that 
can be mounted 
onto an existing 
thermoform/fi ll/
seal line. The 
applicator makes 
a fi ne perforation 
in the packaging 
fi lm and then 

7.
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places a label precisely over the 
perforation without removing any 
part of the fi lm. The package is 
gas-fl ushed and packaged under 
modifi ed atmosphere to preserve 
freshness and shelf life. 

Alvarez adds that the food-grade/
meat-grade label material can be 
used with Printpack’s PerformX™ 
barrier fi lms or the Neobar rigid 
sheet, which both perform well 
with vacuum-packed or modifi ed 
atmosphere packaging thermoform 
barrier applications. 

Macfarlane Group (www.
macfarlanegroup.net), a strategic 
supply partner of Printpack’s in 
Kilmarnock, Scotland, produces 
and provides the label to Daniele’s 
exclusively through Printpack, 
which gravure-prints the package 
graphics in eight colors at its Elgin, 
IL, facility, in a red, black and gold 
color scheme. 

The package has a clear fi lm 
window on the front panel to 
enhance product visibility. For the 
Pascoag, RI-based Daniele, Inc., 
which produces assorted Italian-style 
gourmet meats and other foods, the 
labels provide the opportunity to 
differentiate its prosciutto with an 
easy-to-use  convenience feature. 
The new package was launched in 
September 2007 on the East Coast 
at ShopRite stores and Grace’s 
Market in New York City.

Enviro-friendly 
cleaner package

The Drop ’n Go Deep 
Cleaning Tablets carpet cleaner 
pouch (5) marketed by Milliken 
Chemical, Spartanburg, SC, won 
a gold award for Environmental 
& Sustainability Achievement for 
North State Flexibles LLC (www.
nsfl exibles.com). Representing an 
environmentally friendly move 
through the use of nonvolatile 
water-based adhesives, the package, 
designed by Milliken, holds 60 g 
of concentrated cleaner tablets. 
The pouch material is described by 
North State Flexibles as a 4.-5-mil 
solventless metallized polyester 
adhesive lamination comprising 
PET and an undisclosed sealant.  

Designed to dissolve in the 
water reservoir of most steam 

cleaners, each cleaning tablet makes 
the equivalent of 1 gal of cleaning 
solution. A reduction of energy, 
water and material waste, along with 
an improved product formulation 
and a user-friendly, press-to-close 
resealable feature made by North 
State Flexibles, are all bonuses for 
Drop ’n Go. The pouch signifi cantly 
reduces weight and cube dimensions., 

while saving approximately eight 
times the warehouse space of its 
one-gal predecessor, described as 
a high-density polyethylene liquid 
container that weighed more than 
50 lb and consumed eight times the 
landfi ll spac. Millliken also realizes 
lower packing materials costs, freight 
savings and markedly lower energy 
consumption. 

North State Flexibles fl exo-prints 
the pouchstock in eight colors with 
instructions, product features and 
a carpet steam cleaner vignette that 
conveys product usage.

 The pouch uses less than half 
of the packaging as its predecessor, 
reducing the package weight by 98 
percent versus comparable products 

Eco-Friendly
Company, Products, and Services

For more information visit:

www.festo.com/usa/pd
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solar powered air conditioning system (1,200 m2) to heat and cool its office buildings.
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Reducing the quantity of hazardous substances impacting our environment, Festo offers more than 

2000 RoHS compliant (lead-free) products (shown at right). (For details, visit: www.festo.com/us/rohs)
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costs by eliminating wasted energy resulting from leakages. (For details, visit: www.festo.com/us/fess)
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available on the market, says North 
State Flexibles’ director of sales Dennis 
Wine. Occupying less cube space, the 
new package requires less secondary 
corrugated shipping packaging, which 
reduces disposal costs, the company 
reports. The product was launched in 
the fall of 2007 by Milliken through 
retail cleaner-rental outlets and 
institutional channels. Wine says the 
product is copacked automatically on 

a vertical f/f/s system. 

Rotisserie pouch gets 
‘green’ marks

And speaking of environmentally-
friendly, the Hot N Handy Rotisserie 
Pouch (6) is also consumer-friendly, 
with its built-in handle and a resealable 
zipper. 

The windowed pouch claims to use 
“92-percent less fossil fuels, produce 

84-percent less CO
2
 emissions” and 

represents a “66-percent reduction 
in solid waste, compared with rigid 
containers. Signifi cant environmental 
and sustainable features built 
in by Robbie Mfg., Inc. (www.
robbiemfg.com), earned the package 
is a gold award in Environmental & 
Sustainability Achievement and a silver 
award in Packaging Excellence. 

The handle of the all-in-one pouch 

is large, for easy 
carrying, while 
the slim structural 
profi le is designed 
to store leftovers in 
a refrigerator door. 

Incorporating 
a proprietary, 
coextruded 
construction, the 
pouch has strong, leak-resistant and 
moisture-resistant characteristics. 

A built-in bottom gusset holds 
the package upright and helps to 
prevent spills. A proprietary, heavy-
duty zipper is also provided at the 
top of the pouch for reliable closing.
The pouch is also microwaveable. 

Says Robbie’s communications 
manager Penny Sweeney, “Flexible 
packaging is the best sustainable 
solution for rotisserie chicken in the 
market today.” 

A stock item for supermarkets, 
convenience stores, foodservice 
and food processors, the pouch was 
developed to replace rigid two-piece 
tray-and-lid containers used in the 
hot display cases at retail locations 
for rotisserie chicken, says Sweeney.

Commercialized in 2004, the 
bag was developed in part based 
on a survey conducted by Market 
Research Institute. The top three 
concerns consumers had about in-
store rotisserie pouches were spillage 
while carrying the container,  a 
container that opens unexpectedly 
and containers that leak liquid. 

Venting to keep fried foods 
crisp, chicken and other rotisserie 
products moist and for special wet 
products like ham and ribs, the 
Hot N Handy pouch, according 
to Robbie’s preliminary Life Cycle 
Assessment (LCA) comparisons with 
a domed rigid container with a lid, 
the fl exible Hot N Handy pouch 
saves about 85 percent in CO

2 

emissions during production versus 
a rigid two-piece rotisserie container. 

Robbie can process-print or line-
print the package in up to 10 colors, 
depending on requirements.

With the ability to maintain the 
high heat temperatures of a warming 
case, the pouch is can stay fog-free 
for several hours yet is cool to the 
touch, which prevents potential 
burns or spills. Sweeney says that 
Hot N Handy Pouches are available 
in more than 5,000 retail stores.

Purrfect structure, printing 
for cat food

A handsome stand-up bag called 
the FlexBox was selected by Nestle 
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We’re excited about the impact 
this innovation won’t make. 

After 50 years of innovation, Printpack is proud to 
introduce Natura™, our new family of sustainable
structures and solutions that will greatly reduce the 

environmental impact of your packaging and our company.
So now, doing the right thing for the environment and your

brand comes naturally when you choose Natura™.

www.printpack.com
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Jack Mans,                   
Plant Operations Editor

A dual-headed robot composed of fi ve sets of 10 pickup heads, each equipped with vacuum cups, picks 
up 50 pouches at a time from infeed trays and moves them to fi ve shuttles. “Bombay” doors in the 
bottoms of the shuttles open and gently drop the pouches onto the carton blanks.

Cartoner runs 
standup pouches

A new fi rst-of-its-kind cartoner at FARIBAULT FOODS 
runs 600 cartons/min and uses half the  

material of a standard B-fl ute corrugated carton. 

Advanced Nutritionals Corp. started in 1992 
as a manufacturer of sport drinks. In 2001, the 
company changed its name to SoftPac Industries, 
Inc., and built a $12-million plant in Elk River, 
MN to produce juice drinks in standup pouches 
to compete with Kraft’s Capri Sun 10-percent 
juice products. The plant was bought by contract-
packing giant Faribault Foods in 2005, and with 
three high-speed lines running 300 pouches/min 
each, it is the largest private-label packager of 10-
percent juice in standup pouches in the country. Its 

customers include top national retailers, including 
leading grocery chains, mass merchandisers and 
specialty outlets. As the company has continued to 
expand and grow, it has moved beyond 10-percent 
juice products into 100-percent juice and organic 
beverages. It also markets some pouches under its 
own brand name.

“We’re built for speed and our base line is a 
200-milliliter, standup, foil-laminated pouch,” says 
plant manager John Anderson. “We’ve designed this 
plant around the hot-fi ll product and and package. 

Within that package, customers have their choice 
of their own product formulation and customized 
pouch and carton graphics.”

Half the carton material
The company initially packaged its pouches in 

standard corrugated cartons, but by 2003 it needed 
to add capacity and it was also looking to optimize 
packaging materials. “We wanted a cartoner that 
could handle the output of two of our pouch fi llers, 
about 600 pouches/min, at ninety-fi ve percent 
effi ciency or better, with one percent or less scrap,” 
says Anderson. 

The company began talking to MeadWestvaco 
Corp. (www.meadwestvaco.com) about its new 
FlexiTECH™ technology, which includes a 
unique carton design as well as a high-speed 
cartoner to run the new carton. The FlexiTECH 
carton requires only about half of the material of a 
standard B-fl ute corrugated carton, because when 
the end fl aps are folded, they form a supporting 
structure inside the carton that provides additional 
strength. Because of this, 6,000 FlexiTECH carton 
blanks fi t on a pallet versus 4,800 standard blanks, 
so it cuts the pallet inventory for cartons by 20 
percent for the same quantity of cartons.” Labor 
utilization is another benefi t, says Anderson. “In 
addition to meeting our production and effi ciency 
requirements, the FlexiTECH machine is very 
labor effective. It requires only two operators for 
600 pouches/min, compared to three operators for 
our standard cartoner that produces 250 pouches/
min.” Faribault leases the machine technology, and 
it was the fi rst FlexiTECH machine in the U.S. 

The cartoner picks up fl at carton blanks using vacuum cups on a rotating arm and places them fl at on a conveyor. 
The cartons go through a 180-degree folding operation, after which the carton is rotated 90 degrees and is indexed 
forward onto a carrier system that transports, folds and reopens the carton to accept pouches from the pickup heads.
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when it was installed in early 2005.
“It turned out that the FlexiTECH cartons could 

be shorter on their front panels than our standard 
cartons,” says Anderson, “but it made the transition 
easier for our customers and stores if the front panel 
was the same, so we kept it the same. Where the 
dimensions really changed is in the side panels, 
which can be smaller. I can get 385 of these cartons 
on a pallet versus 320 of our standard cartons, the 
stacking pattern is more stable and the customer can 
get more boxes in the same shelf space.” 

One problem that Faribault discovered with the 
new carton is that they can’t do display pallets with 
it. The narrow cartons fall over when the shrink 
wrap is removed from the pallet load. “Some of our 
customers, use display pallets with three different 
fl avors on a pallet,” says Anderson. “This is the 

biggest thing holding us back from converting 
everything to the FlexiTECH carton. The carton 
holds 10 pouches per box, and our primary 
requirement for MeadWestvaco was to design it to 
match our current face panels, so the store displays 
didn’t change. From a customer standpoint, they 
also get more cartons on a shelf in the same amount 
of area, because the carton is narrower.”

 The pouches at Faribault are produced on 
three form/fi ll/seal machines (PD will describe the 
packaging lines before and after the FlexiTECH 
cartoner in a subsequent issue). 

Proper pouch spacing is critical
The MeadWestvaco cartoner requires very 

precise spacing of the pouches entering the 
machine. As part of the cartoning project, Faribault 
installed two automatic feeding machines from 
Intellifeed, Inc. (www.intellifeed.com) with a 
capacity of 300 pouches/min each that provide 
this spacing. Each of these machines is actually a 
dual unit with two identical systems rated at 150 
pouches/min each. 

 Each system consists of a series of roller sections 

The cartoner 
manufacturer’s support 
has been outstanding. It’s 
how I always envisioned a 
partnership between two 
companies working. 1.  Individual carrier system 

     and pick-and-place system
2.  Shuttle
3.  Carton hopper and feeder
4.  I-beam prebreaking station

5.  Rotator/plunger
6.  Bottom carrier
7.  Dynamic sword
8.  Gluer/compressor
9.  Rotator/gluer

Continued on page 32
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driven by computer-controlled stepper 
motors. The motors are triggered by 
sensors that detect the gaps between 
the pouches and adjust the speed of the 
individual roller sections to separate 
the pouch according to the required 
spacing. This computer program 
allows each section to communicate 
with all of the other sections to control 
the fl ow of the product along a roller 

array. The program also empowers 
the stepper motors to perform like 
servo motors as they speed up and 
slow down to push and pull the items 
away from each other. As the pouches 
proceed through the feeder, each is 
gradually spaced in relation to the 
pouch ahead of it, allowing an ordered 
stream of product to discharge from 
the machine.

Different products require 
different feeder designs. The units at 
Faribault have 114 individual rollers 
that are grouped into 19 six-roller 
sections. 

Sixteen of these sections are 
driven by dedicated stepper motors 
that are controlled by dedicated 
sensors. One section has two sets of 

motors and rollers wired together 
with a sensor. The remaining two 
sections do not have a sensor and 
run at a constant speed. 

 
Pouches are inspected

Each feeder discharges the 
pouches onto a conveyor that 
transports them to the FlexiTECH 
cartoner. On the way, pouches on 
both conveyors pass machines from 
Shrink Packaging Systems Corp. 
(www.shrinkpackaging.com) that 
apply straws from reels to the sides 
of the pouches using double-sided 
adhesive tape. 

Next, the pouches travel beneath 
a proprietary inspection system 
that checks to see that every pouch 
has a straw attached, and that the 
pouches are not skewed on the 
conveyors. The pouches are then 
conveyed to the cartoner, where 
they drop into individual trays on 
the two parallel carrier systems. At 
this point, if sensors detect that a 

The pouches are placed in two parallel 
rows of fi ve pouches each, all facing 
the same direction. Next, the two halves 
of the carton are folded together while 
retaining the pouches inside.

We’re built for 
speed and our 
base line is a 200-
milliliter, standup, 
foil-laminated 
pouch. We’ve 
designed this plant 
around the hot-
fi ll product and 
package.

pdx0803faribault_ID   32pdx0803faribault_ID   32 2/21/2008   12:24:34 PM2/21/2008   12:24:34 PM



33 www.packagingdigest.com   MARCH 2008 PACKAGING DIGEST

the team to trust

tray is missing a pouch, the system 
computer prevents one end of the 
appropriate carton from having glue 
applied and it will be pushed out of 
line. A worker will place a pouch in 
this carton and manually glue the 
end. The computer also uses data 
from these sensors to determine the 
rate at which pouches are entering 
the cartoner and regulate the speed 
of the continuous-motion cartoner 
accordingly. 

Dual-headed robot
The trays are then released in 

groups of fi ve to the individual 
carrier system (ICS). The ICS 
indexes the trays forward on a 
fl exible conveyor to a pick-and-
place system, where a dual-headed 
robot composed of fi ve sets of 10 
pickup heads, each equipped with 
vacuum cups, picks up 50 pouches 
at a time from the trays and moves 
them to fi ve shuttles. If pouches 
are not available from one of the 
horizontal belts, the robot may pick 
from the other belt to fi ll demand. 
Five cartons, each containing 10 
pouches, are assembled during each 
cycle. The FlexiTECH platform 
was a joint development of 
MeadWestvaco and Vortex Systems 
(www.ctpack.com/VS/), which is 
expert at handling fl exible pouches.

Simultaneously, with the pouch 
handling, the cartoner picks up fl at 
carton blanks with vacuum cups on 

a rotating arm and places them fl at 
on a parallel conveyor. The cartons 
go through a 180-degree folding 
operation on each of the I-beam score 
lines, after which, the entire carton 
is rotated 90 degrees and indexed 
forward onto a metal carrier system. 
The carrier system transports, folds 
and reopens the carton to accept 
pouches. At this point, “bombay” 

doors in the bottoms of the shuttles 
containing the pouches open and 
gently drop the pouches onto the 
carton blanks.

In each carton, the pouches are 
placed in two parallel rows of fi ve 
pouches each, all facing the same 
direction. In the next machine station, 
the two halves of the carton are folded 
together while retaining the pouches 

inside. To ensure that the pouches 
remain in alignment, a metal plate 
that Mead Westvaco calls a dynamic 
sword descends between the two sides 
of the carton as it is folded and holds 
the pouches in place. The interesting 
feature of this arrangement is that 
alternative pouches in the folded 
carton are upside-down so that the 

The MeadWestvaco cartoner requires 
very precise spacing of the pouches 
entering the machine, so Faribault 
installed two feeding machines. Each 
consists of a series of roller sections 
driven by computer-controlled stepper 
motors that are triggered by sensors that 
detect the gaps between the pouches 
and adjust the speed of the individual 
roller sections to separate the pouch 
according to the required spacing.

Continued on page 34
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bottom of one pouch is against the 
top of the next pouch. 

This nesting arrangement is what 
enables the FlexiTECH carton to 
be narrower than a standard carton, 

which allows more 
product to fi t on 
the pallet and on 
the retail shelf. The 

cartons go through a 
series of hot gluing, compression and 
rotation stations, after which they 
discharge from the cartoner. The hot 
gluing operations utilize systems from 
Nordson Corp. (www.nordson.com).

The FlexiTECH is a modular, 
servo-driven machine. The control 
system uses a touchscreen panel to give 
operations and maintenance personnel 
quick, intuitive access to critical data. 
Other components include a PLC 
from SoftPLC Corp. (www.softplc.
com) and Bosch Rexroth Corp. 
www.boschrexroth-us.com) servo 
systems. MeadWestvaco’s Intelligen® 

software captures torque data for 
every subassembly and compares this 
data to past performance and ideal 
specifi cations. From unbalanced 
assemblies and lubrication problems 
to bearings, belt and chain wear, 
the Intelligen software can remotely 
pinpoint the source of a possible 
failure without disrupting regular 
operation.

Outstanding support
“This was a beta machine for 

MeadWestvaco, and we went 
through some struggles to get it 
started,” says Anderson. “But, we 
had a whole army of people here 
from MeadWestvaco during the 
installation and shakedown, and 
I really take my hat off to them 
in terms of their support. Kenny 
Greggs, their chief technician for 
this project, was with us for the 
better part of a year as we went 
through the installation and training 
and debugging of this fi rst-of-its-
kind machine. Their support has 
been outstanding. It’s how I always 
envisioned a partnership between 
two companies working. They did 
a phenomenal job. For example, 
the infeed was not long enough, so 
they made it longer. With things 
like that, you need to have someone 
standing behind you to make sure it 
will work.”

     More information is available:
MeadWestvaco Corp., 404/897-6564. 
www.meadwestvaco.com. 
Bosch Rexroth Corp., 800/739-7684. 
www.boschrexroth-us.com.
Intellifeed, Inc., 651/423-7220. 
www.intellifeed.com.  
 Nordson Corp., 770/497-3700. 
www.nordson.com. 
Shrink Packaging Systems Corp., 
603/889-6678. 
www.shrinkpackaging.com.
SoftPLC Corp., 512/264-8390. 
www.softplc.com.
Vortex Systems, 39-0532-879600. 
www.ctpack.com/VS/.

We wanted a 
cartoner that 
could handle the 
output of two of 
our pouch fi llers, 
about 600 pouches/
min, at 95-percent 
effi ciency or better.

MEADWESTVACO CORP. designed and converted a 
light-up carton for British American Tobacco’s 
Kent brand of cigarettes. For more information, 
see www.packagingdigest.com/ Kent
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IIn 2007, Speiron Co. launched 

Lambda, an upscale extra-virgin olive 
oil from Greece, sold by direct mail. 
“The package targets carefully selected 
individuals around the world who 
represent the upscale audience that 
we’re interested in,” remarks Speiron’s 
creative director Corinna Michaelidou.

  For $104/liter, consumers get 
a hand-extracted olive oil from 
Koroneiki olives with very low 
acidity, intense fruity notes and a 
well rounded aftertaste. Explaining 
Lambda’s packaging cachet of 
conveying that the olive oil as a gift, 
Michaelidou says: “Our package design 
is as exquisite as the product itself. 
There are many products that were 
revised to meet the expectations of a 
new and upcoming target group that 
not only wants good-quality products, 
but also has an eye for premium 
packaging design.”

Lambda’s sleek, modern glass fl ask 
is supplied by Vetro Elite (www.
vetroelite.com). Each bottle holds 
500 mL (16.9 oz) and according to 

Michaelidou, the fl ask’s shape and 
use of glass help preserve the tastes 
and aroma of the oil while allowing 
consumers to view the oil.

Emphasizing the oil’s rich green 
color, the minimal yet modern design 
with a black and white scheme lets 
the color of the olive oil dominate, 
Michaelidou explains. A white collar 
cap adds a straightforward, memorable 
visual. Forlabels (www.forlabels.gr) 
screen-prints the labels using black 
and white inks on a clear stock. Unlike 
round bottles, the front of fl ask only 
has the branding elements of the 
product visible on the front. A clear 
sticker with mandatory ingredients 
and nutritional information is added 
to the back of the fl ask but is hidden 
behind the circle on the front. For an 
additional $78, two bottles of Lambda 
can be ordered in a Plexiglas gift box.

Linda Casey, Associate Editor

Speiron launches Lambda,
 a pricey, hand-extracted, 
extra-virgin olive oil from 

Greece in an UPSCALE 
GLASS BOTTLE, available 

by direct mail to individuals 
around the  world.

   MARCH 2008 PACKAGING DIGEST

Olive 
oil revisited

     More information is available:
Vetro Elite, 39 0422 205711. 
www.vetroelite.com. 
Forlabels, 30 22620 56738. 
www.forlabels.gr.

Tel: 813-754-9960 • Fax: 813-754-9321 • E-mail: bodopak@worldnet.att.net
www.bodolaypackaging.com

Model L-80 
Washdown Machine

Horizontal Pouch Form/Fill/Seal Packaging Machine
with reclosable Zipper and Stand-up Pouch Features

A Division of 
B&M Industries, Inc.

2 Configurations Available:
L-80 for Laminate Film
P-80 for Polyethylene Film

• Allen Bradley Controls
• Single-up/50 bpm; 2-up/100 bpm
• Adjusts to Intermittent Fill Rates
• Perfect for Cookies, Cheese, 
 Frozen Foods, Produce

pdx0801jh_bodolay.indd   1 12/12/07   11:26:54 AM

pdx0803oliveoil_ID   35pdx0803oliveoil_ID   35 2/21/2008   1:27:10 PM2/21/2008   1:27:10 PM



36 MARCH 2008 PACKAGING DIGEST  

An automatic cheese block 
turner/orienter/bag-loading 

system replaces manual packing 
at family-owned Mullins Cheese 
Co., saving labor and time. The 

six systems handle 40-lb blocks 
of cheese with SUBSTANTIALLY 

LESS WASTE.

Cheese bagging with a twist

In-line cheese-bagging 
systems at Mullins Cheese 

accept blocks of product 
made in a set of towers and 

churn out two packs/min.

AA family-owned operation in business since 1970, 
Mullins Cheese, Mosinee, WI, is producing 
blockbuster results with its new cheese block-
packaging/handling equipment from Sealed Air’s 
Cryovac Food Packaging Div. (www.cryovac.
com). A commercial cheesemaker that specializes 
in producing cheddar, Colby, Monterey Jack, Jacko 
(marbled) and Parmesan cheeses, as well as “the 
best Wisconsin cheese curds around,” according 
to promotions on the company’s website, Mullins 
sells most of its cheeses in bulk 40-lb blocks to large 
cheese processors’ cut-and wrap operations coast 
to coast that repackage the cheese under various 
brand names and private labels. It also sells through 
foodservice companies and sells smaller portions of 
its cheese in its bustling retail store and has another 

cheese-production facility in Marshville, WI, that 
makes 640-lb blocks of cheese. 

Big changes in cheese
  Cheesemaking and packaging processes at 

Mullins have really changed in the last few decades, 
with more automatic equipment being added all 
the time. “I remember when we made all of the 
cheese in the same vat,” recalls Bill Mullins, one of 
the owners of the company. “We would manually 
pour the milk into the vats, manually coagulate it, 
cut it and drain it all in the same vat, pail it out by 
hand and them put it in forms and seal everything 
in waxed paper and, before that, in wooden boxes. 
There was so much manual labor.”

  With its cheeses shipped to some 80-plus 
customers coast-to-coast, Mullins goes through a 
whopping 1.1 million lb of milk per day. That milk 

is collected from 900 dairy farms. So Mullins is 
automating things considerably. 

But despite the large volumes and the changes it 
has made, its block-cheese packaging operation was 
still a bit more labor-intensive and time consuming 
than it would have liked. Mullins’ workers had to 
manually load the 40-lb blocks into bags, after the 
blocks were formed, which was a time-consuming 
and back-straining task. 

Automatic bag loaders seemed to be the next 
logical move in Mullins’ packaging operation. So in 
August, 2007, Mullins added six of Cryovac’s Model 
CL-20 bag loaders—a solution that has made better 
use of employees’ time and keeps the production 
lines humming more effi ciently. Cryovac designed 
the CL-20 bagger to enhance operational effi ciency, 
and Mullins knew that automating its loading 
process could help streamline the operation.

Lauren R. Hartman, Senior Editor
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 “We use other Cryovac equipment for our cut-
and-wrap products and have their vacuum chamber 
and their barrier bags, so adding bag loaders was 
the logical next step,” Bill Mullins adds. “We began 
adding some new equipment last year. Cryovac 
showed us a video of the CL-20 system running, and 
we thought it was very unique.”

Recalls Stan Johnson, a Cryovac sales 
representative for the Northeastern Wisconsin 
region: “We approached Mullins Cheese about 
bag-loading systems and after several years of 
consideration, it chose the CL-20. The driving force 
behind the decision was labor savings.”

Bill Mullins agrees. “It’s not only a real labor-
saver but it cuts down on a lot of waste. 

We found out that our cheese towers 
run much cleaner than before 

and looked at the return on 
investment and realized it 
would really be worth it. The 
machines are very effi cient. We 

are probably saving about 200 
pounds of cheese a day in waste.”
  The new bag loaders were 

installed in a straightline setup within 
a week’s time, in place 

behind its six 

cheese blockforming towers. Earlier,  two operators 
had to load the cheese into bags and run the 
towers. Now, the operators can perform other tasks 
while the patented CL-20 systems accept the large 
blocks of cheese from the towers and pack them 
automatically into premade bags (made of gusseted 
nylon-based fi lm and also supplied by Cryovac) up 
to 25.5 in. wide and 19 in. long. pulled from the 
machines’ stainless-steel cassette. Designed with 

plug-in modules for quick servicing and product 
changeovers (though Mullins only uses the machines 
for the 40-lb size blocks only), the systems operate 
at speeds up to 2 bags/min, saving what Bill Mullins 
says is a signifi cant amount of labor versus the 
previous manual bagging method. 

The blocks of cheese are “injected” into the 
bagger’s chutes and directly into the opened, 
gusseted bags. 

The removable bag cassettes each store more 
than 300 bags—enough for at least four hours of 
unattended operation, depending on tower cycle 

Cryovac provided a vertical pouching system to 
PEPPADEW INTL. in South Africa that helps 
prolong the shelf life of its piquant peppers 
and enhances efficiency. Read about it at 
www.packagingdigest.com/peppadew

Continued on page 38

A cheese-block turning device, 
above right, adjusts the blocks of 
cheese properly for routing to a bag 
regusseter, above left.
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The Scoop Seal technique is the most

unique package on the tube market today.

Not only is the seal attractive, it is also

useful.The ergonomic

design provides you

with the perfect grip to

squeeze all of the

product out of the

tube.The design is

all compact, which

allows more space

in each tube tray

and pallet, maxi-

mizing your

storage capac-

ity without

compromis-

ing your

product

volume.
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Here’s the 
Hot Scoop

NORDEN, INC.
A Division of the Sirius Machinery Group
230 Industrial Parkway, Branchburg, N J  08876 USA
Phone: (908) 707-8008 ◆ Toll Free: (800) 526-5074
Web: www.nordenmachinery.com

Table-top, standalone and conveyorized models
adapt to a wide range of sealing applications
from light-weight to heavy-duty.
Add-on options include trimmers, printers,
embossers and more!
Variable speed, pressure and
temperature controls.
Validatable and standard versions.
Full range of models designed for a variety of
industries including food, medical, industrial,
merchandise and many more!

The latest in continuous bag sealing
technology, the MPS Series partners utmost
versatility with practical functionality.
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times. The machine door can be 
opened so that an operator can load 
the bags onto spreader plates, which 
are activated by a start/stop button 
on a control interface. A warning 
light on the door tells the operator 
that a bag cassette is about to run out 
of bags. 

The company likes that an empty 
cassette can be easily removed and 
replaced with a fully loaded one. 
“We’re bagging on six machines 
that hold 1,800 bags at a time,” Bill 
Mullins says. “We go through about 
5,500 blocks of cheese each day, so 

the cassettes work well.”
Designed with simplicity 

and modularity in mind, the 
loaders maximize uptime and ease 
maintenance. The CL-20 is integrated 
with the block towers’ control panel. 
Operator-interface options include 
a dedicated alphanumeric display 
with centrally displayed status and 
diagnostic information. 

Mounted inside the door are two 
panels that house pneumatic and 
electric controls that allow for easy 
access and are protected in harsh 
washdown environments. 

Turner, regusseter added
To eliminate pinch points with 

neighboring conveyors and to improve 
product fl ow, Mullins also added 
Cryovac’s UBT20 block turner to the 
operation, which Cryovac designed 
for use on bulk-cheese production 
lines to smooth rotation of the cheese 
by 180 degrees so that the blocks 
align properly with the seal bar of 
a three-compartmented BetaVac® 
vacuum-chamber vacuumizing system. 
Distributed by Sealed Air, the BetaVac 
accepts three blocks of cheese at a 
time. The turner works in conjunction 
with a Cryovac RG-20 bag-regusseting 
machine that automatically folds and 
prepares the bags for vacuumizing and 
sealing on the BetaVac. 

Explains Cryovac’s Kirk Huxtable, 
technical sales representative for the 
Northeastern Wisconsin region: 
“One end of the bag is gusseted at 
the factory. The open end must be 
refolded properly so that there that no 

wrinkles are present in order to create 
a proper seal in the Betavac system.”

Packaging begins once the cheese 
is ejected from the cheeseforming 
towers, and the blocks convey to the 
six in-line bag loaders without human 
intervention. The bag loaders then 
pneumatically lift the loose bags from 
their cassettes using a pickup device 
and transfer them into a guide chute 
that releases them so that the open 
end of the bags easily slide into a bag-
opening mechanism. 

Cheese packing in action
The opening device has an upper 

and a lower section and applies 
vaccum to both top and bottom faces 
of the bag. The lower section swings 
into position and presents the bag to 
grippers that apply vacuum to side 
faces of the bag. Spreader plates align 
with these grippers and the bag and 
the gripper travel over the spreader 

The regusseter automatically 
folds the bags and prepares the 
bagged blocks for vacuumizing 

and sealing, cycling every 9 sec.

508.563.1000 • www.TapTone.com

Who found
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OTHER DEFECTS from your production 
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band detection
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Call today and speak with our package 
inspection specialists to find the system 
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TapTone Offers:
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•Custom 
configuration
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system

•Telephone and 
on-site service 
and support

We are probably saving about 200 
pounds of cheese a day in waste. 
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plates, which spread apart to open the 
bag. The spreader plates and the bag 
then lower into position for the block 
of cheese  to be inserted from the 
tower, which takes about 6 to 8 sec, 
depending on the type of tower and 
its speed. A red light on the top of the 
loading machines fl ash to let workers 
know when the system is low on bags. 

After the block of cheese has 
been inserted into the bag, the bag is 

pushed onto an eject conveyor to the 
UBT20 turner, which has tall guards 
that fi t the height of each cheese block, 
and can be easily lowered to gain 
access to maintenance and cleaning. 
The turner is controlled by the RG20 
regusseting machine constructed with 
all critical parts treated to withstand 
corrosion. The regusseter cycles every 
9 sec and refolds and prepares up to 
360 bags/hr. 

“The regusseter gives our bags a 
smooth fi nish,” Bill Mullins explains. 
Next, the bags are vacuumized and 
heat sealed, which protects the cheese 
from oxygen and helps retain its 
moisture levels while reducing trim 
waste from mold growth. 

The fi nished, sealed bags then 
convey through a Cintex metal 
detector from Loma Systems (www.
loma.com) before they’re case-packed 

a new case erector/packer/sealer that 
Mullins added to the end of the line. 

Made by Massman Automation 
Designs (www.massman-adi.com), the 
wraparound packer can reach speeds 
as high as 42 cpm, but at Mullins 
assembles corrugated blanks into cases 
automatically before glue-sealing them 
at rates of about 12 blocks/min.  The 
cases of cheese are then palletized 
in-line, 54 cases/load, on an existing 
palletizer from A-B-C Packaging 
Machine (www.abcpackaging.com) 
and the loads are stored in a cooler 
before being distributed throughout 
the U.S. The cheese line operates three 
shifts (20 hr total) a day, six days a 
week and produces about 330,000 lb 
of cheese each day. Bill Mullins praises 
the equipment and says it has made 
the fi rm more productive. 

“We have already seen a return on 
our equipment investment,” he points 
out. “We saw it on Day One because 
we save two people per shift that 
packed cheese, so that’s quite a bit of 
labor. The new machines are very low-
maintenance and are reliable. We’ve 
really improved our effi ciencies and 
the loaders give us very good-looking 
blocks of cheese. As far as sales are 
concerned, they’ll go up as long as we 
can keep pace. So we’re very pleased.”  

After the bag of cheese exits the 
regusseter, top, it is vacuumized for a snug 
fi t and the block of cheese is case-packed, 
above, and palletized. The wraparound 
cases are erected, loaded and glue-sealed 
at a rate of about 12 blocks/min.

     More information is available:
Cryovac Div., Sealed Air Corp. 
800/391-5645. www.cryovac.com.
A-B-C Packaging Machine Corp., 
727/937-5144.
www.abcpackaging.com. 
Loma Systems, 800/872-5662. 
www.loma.com.
Massman Automation Designs, LLC, 
320/554-3611. www.massman-adi.com.
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The Original Philadelphia Cheesesteak Co. eliminates downtime 

and trims the fat from material costs with four LARGE-CHARACTER 
INK-JET PRINTERS for cases of its thin slices of beef. 

To some, especially those in the Eastern part of 
the U.S., a Philly cheesesteak sandwich is a real 
culinary treat. Originating in Philadelphia, the 
sandwich includes savory, thin slices of beef, 
chicken or pork, usually piled high on a roll with 
onions and melted cheese, and has gained so much 
popularity, that it now can be found in sandwich 
shops all over the world. 

Many of those establishments are owned by 
Philadelphia natives who 
relocated but couldn’t fi nd 
an authentic cheesesteak 
sandwich in their transplanted 
city and thus decided to set up 
their own sandwich-making 
shop. If they stay authentic 
when creating the sandwiches, 
chances are they use tender, 
thin slices of meat supplied 
to them by The Original 
Philadelphia Cheesesteak 
Co., a niche manufacturer 

of the Philly-style sandwich steak product. With 
two processing facilities located in the heart of 
the City of Brotherly Love, the company has for 
years used a two-step process to code its corrugated 
shipping cases of product, printing date and lot 
codes directly on the cases with a dot-matrix ink 
jet printer. A Universal Product Code (UPC) bar 
code was applied to one corner of each case using a 
print-and-apply labeler. 

In 2007, the company consolidated the 
somewhat laborious, two-step case-coding/

labeling process with a move to four Model 
2330 large-character continuous ink-jet printers 
from Videojet Technologies Inc. (www.videojet.
com), with tasty results. The new printers have 
virtually eliminated coding-related downtime, 
and the cost of using labels. And the printheads’ 
self-cleaning system keeps them free of dust and 
other debris, resulting in consistently clear codes, 
a welcome benefi t, says Jim Trivelis, president of 
The Original Philadelphia Cheesesteak Co. The 
systems’ patented micropurging process maintains 

the printhead with every print 
without affecting production 
speed or throughput. 

“Crisp, clear codes are 
important to us and to our 
distributors with regard 
to tracking and tracing, 
warehousing and inventory, 
reordering, billing and order 
fulfi llment, which are all inter-
related,” Trivelis notes. “If 
we keep up with preventative 
maintenance and cleaning, our 

Lauren R. Hartman, Senior Editor 

Case coding
is on a roll

888-300-3743

www.eriez.com

Call

888-300-3743
Visit

www.eriez.com

FREE Brochure

(Missing or broken tablets
and contamination)

(Crushed pie pan) (Metal in metal
or glass in glass)

(Fill and contaminant
inspection)

Cases of cheesesteak convey past 
one of four large-character coders
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Continued on page 44
uptime is about ninety-fi ve percent. 
We’re also seeing a UPC bar-code 
label-stock savings of approximately 
$40,000 per year. The [case] codes 
help companies identify the product, 
store it, track inventory, pick and 
verify orders and ship and bill. Clear 
codes set the tone for the entire 
supply-chain process.”

Products sold through 
different channels 

The Original Philadelphia 
Cheesesteak Co. manufactures 
two raw, frozen and fully-cooked 
sandwich steak meats, sold through 
several channels, including through 
national and regional distributors 
that sell to sandwich shops, mom-
and-pop delicatessens and foodservice 
companies that accommodate 
stadiums and college campuses. 

Production takes place in the two 
processing plants—one, a 40,000-

sq-ft facility that manufactures the 
fully-cooked version and a second 
80,000-sq-ft counterpart facility that 
processes the raw meat, which also 
houses the company’s headquarters 
and the Model 2330 ink-jet printers. 

Boneless boxed beef, boneless/
skinless white-meat chicken and 
boneless boxed pork are sourced 
through major contract meat packers. 
The company then seasons and/or 
marinates the meat before packing, 
freezing and tempering it. 

The raw processing facility 
portion-packs the meat after slicing 
it while the other plant cooks the 
product prior to packaging. Orders 
are prepared and shipped from either 
plant. 

But shipping had been concerning 
the company, as the earlier two-step 
case-coding method proved to be 
somewhat ineffi cient, according to 
Trivelis. The former case codes were 
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often blurry or the codes could bleed, 
while the print-and-apply labelers 
experienced extensive downtime, which 
required workers to hand-apply labels, 
which took them away from other tasks. 

“All of our customers were  
requesting higher quality UPC bar 
codes and product information, which 
was one reason we were using print-
and-apply labeling,” Trivelis recalls. 
“More and more distributors are 

moving to automated scanning systems, 
and there are monetary penalties and 
the potential to lose business when 
codes are unreadable, so we needed to 
address that.”

Merging coding, labeling
 Realizing that it would be effi cient 

and cost-effective to combine the two 
processes into one, Trevelis and his 

Clear codes set the 
tone for the entire 
supply-chain 
process.

The printers provide variable data on up to 30 cases/min, or 12,000 cases/8-hr shift.
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manufacturing and engineering staff began to 
search for large-character ink-jet case printers 
that are reliable, offer high resolution, can handle 
frequent code changes and are consistent and 
speedy. They chose the four Videojet 2330 systems, 
which are designed for generic carton coding 
at preprinted quality levels and have a 180-dpi 
resolution. 

Installed in the raw-processing facility, they 
generated positive results immediately. Three of 
the printers can each receive product from three 
separate sliced-meat lines all producing the same 
product—or nine lines total—while the fourth 

machine is mounted on a single sliced-meat line 
that’s used for small batches of product. Currently, 
the printers are each mounted on a custom-
designed and fabricated four-wheel cart that slides 
from line to line, allowing them to be moved easily, 
providing an added measure of convenience. 

All of the printers provide variable data such as 
dates, lot codes, product codes and UPC bar codes 
on up to 30 cases/min, or 12,000 cases/8-hr shift 

or 60,000 cases/week. 
“Our former labelers and printers just couldn’t 

keep up with those speed requirements,” adds 
Trivelis. “The older dot-matrix systems had less 
sophisticated technology and didn’t possess the 
software needed to generate UPC bar codes. The 

labelers took time to set up and several minutes to 
execute a code change. When we began to consider 
consolidating coding and labeling, we knew that 
the variable data on the cases had to be legible, 
particularly the UPC bar code, and printing had to 
be fully automated.”

 The Original Philadelphia Cheesesteak Co. has 
nearly 200 stockkeeping units, and often changes 
case codes as much as 10 times a day. The cases 

measure either 15 x 9.l x 3.5 in. or 15 x 9 x 7 in. 
The printers produce one line of print from ¼- to 
1 in. high, including a UPC product code date, 
a month and year, a batch/lot number and a case 
count. All of the SKU data is loaded from a laptop 
computer that maintains the company’s global 
database of SKUs onto the four 2330 printers. 

A new SKU can be added via the laptop and be 
transferred via USB memory drive to the printers. 
From there, an operator may select a desired case 
code from the printer’s color touchscreen with  
LCD touch-panel CLARiTY interface.

But it was the printers’ self-cleaning/self-
maintenance system that most impressed the 
company, as it eliminates ink waste and downtime. 
Production speeds have improved on the lines 
because operators no longer have to stop a line in 
order to prime, purge and clean a printhead. 

All of the ink used during the self-maintenance 
process is automatically recycled for re-use without 
creating waste or spillage. Trivelis says he expects 
the fl eet of printers should pay for itself in about a 
year and this year, plans to add the printers to two 
lines at the “fully-cooked” plant.

     More information is available:
Videojet Technologies, Inc., 800/843-3610. 
www.videojet.com. 

Read how snackmaker UTZ QUALITY FOODS uses 
thermal-transfer overprinters for potato chip 
bags and canisters to save a bundle, keep 
pace with line speeds and ‘sack’ downtime 
at www.packagingdigest.com/utz

Our uptime is about ninety-fi ve percent. 
We’re seeing a label stock savings of about 
$40,000 per year. 
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FFounded in 1920 as part of the Carnation Co. to 
produce malted milk powder and other dry mixes, 
the Lake Country Foods facility went through 
several ownership changes in the past 20 years. The 
last one in 1993 resulted in the formation of Lake 
Country Foods, which is a privately held company 
specializing in the contract manufacturing of 
malted milk powder, hot cocoa mix and bakery 

mixes. 
It is a major 
packager for a number 
of large companies including Slim-Fast products 
for the Unilever Co. The plant has three packaging 
lines running standup bags, plastic jars and cans 
and canisters, respectively. The newest line, which 
was installed last fall, runs 401- and 502-diameter 
spiral-wound composite cans from Sonoco (www.
sonoco.com) that range in height from 4 to 8.5 in. 
and contain from 12 oz to 2.5 lb of product. The 
cans are made from two plys of recycled paperboard 
with an inner barrier layer, and the top is sealed at 
the factory with Sonoco’s Ultraseal® peelable foil 
membrane that includes a pull tab for easy removal.

The line, which runs 180 canisters/min, 
incorporates a combination of existing equipment 
and new equipment bought specifi cally for the new 
line. During PD’s visit, the line was running a 401 
can containing 12 oz of Slim-Fast product at a speed 

of 180 cans/min. “I’ve worked with Rich May, 
president of Richpak Machinery, Inc. (312/225-
1207), for a number of years, and he gave us some 
good suggestions for equipment to include on the 
new line,” says Tom Gnewuch, vp of operations. 
“In particular, he suggested we talk to All-Fill, Inc. 
(www.all-fi ll.com) about the fi ller and checkweigher 
and to Confab Systems, Inc. (www.confabsystems.
com), which supplied all of the conveyors on 
the entire line, including the cable conveyors, 
twisters and the table-top conveyor, as well as 
the accumulation table after the fi ller. Confab 
also provided system integration and all of the 
controls for the complete line, as well as mechanical 
installation and startup assistance.”

Filler/checkweigher system maintains 
correct weights

Cans are received stacked nine layers high 
on a pallet, and a depalletizer pushes one layer 
at  a time onto an unscrambler that single-fi les 
them onto a cable conveyor that 
transports them overhead to the 
fi lling line. From there, they go 
down through twisting chutes 
from Confab that set them on the 
conveyor feeding the fi ller. The 
plant has four twisters, two for 
each can size, and gates at their 
inlets are manually opened or 
closed depending on what size can 
is being run. Air jets located along 
the twisters blow any dust out of 
the cans as they descend. Because 
the cans are provided with Sonoco’s 
foil Ultraseal membrane across their 
tops, product is fi lled into the open 
bottom. Therefore, the chute is 
designed to place the cans upside-

down on the fl at conveyor chain with the open 
bottom facing up. 

After the cans are placed on the conveyor, 
they pass through a centrifugal bowl feeder 
from Palace Packaging Machines, Inc. (www.
unscramblers.com) that places a scoop into each 
can. In this operation, the scoops are dumped 
into a fl oor hopper from which an inclined 
cleated conveyor lifts them up to the sorter 
bowl where they are oriented with the open 
side down and the handle trailing. They then 
transfer into a rotating accumulation hopper that 
maintains the orientation and drops them into 
a two-level rotating starwheel. The scoops drop 
into sections in the upper level, while canisters 

Jack Mans, Plant Operations Editor

Packaging protein powders

Canisters are received on pallets 
and a cable conveyor transports 

them to twisting chutes in the 
fi lling area that lower them to the 

packaging line. Air jets located 
along the twisters blow any 

dust out of the canisters as they 
descend. The canisters are then 

conveyed to a scoop inserter.

New packaging line at LAKE COUNTRY FOODS runs paperboard canisters 
of powdered milk products at speeds to 180 canisters/min.

Eighteen funnels are mounted around the top of the 
rotating fi ller turret and discharge into the containers 
that travel synchronously beneath them. Cans then 
enter the checkweigher. This fi ller and checkweigher 
combination holds the weight within +/-10 grams on a 
12-oz can.
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travel synchronously through the 
lower level. At the discharge of the 
starwheel, the scoops drop into the 
open tops of the canisters. A sensor at 
the inlet of the scoop feeder detects 
the presence or absence of canisters 
and turns the feeder on and off 
accordingly.

 The canisters are then conveyed 
to the 18-head All-Fill rotary fi ller, 
where a helical feedscrew meters 
them into the infeed starwheel, 
which in turn, meters them into 
the fi ller turret. A sensor monitors 
containers on the conveyor to the 

fi ller, and shuts the machine off if 
no cans are present. The conveyor 
continues past the front of the fi ller 
and picks up the fi lled cans as they 
discharge.

Eighteen funnels are mounted 
around the top of the rotating 
fi ller turret and discharge into the 
containers that travel synchronously 
beneath them. Sealing pads at the 
bottoms of the funnels sit on top 
of the cans and create a tight seal 
for dust control. The dry powder 
discharges from an overhead tank 
into a hopper containing a rotating 
auger that discharges the powder into 
the funnels as they pass beneath it. 
The proper weight of product in a 
container is achieved by coordinating 
the respective rotating speeds of the 
turret and the auger. The fi lled cans 
discharge through a star wheel onto 
the same conveyor that delivered 
them to the fi ller. 

Cans then enter the Alpha 
checkweigher, which incorporates 
three weight zones–under, accept and 
over. Out-of-spec cans are rejected 
as they leave the checkweigher. 
The electronic control system 
for the checkweigher includes an 
alphanumeric LCD display plus 

an individual LED weight display, 
up to 25 programmable product 
setups, sample and hold display 
functions, automatic setup of static 
and dynamic calibration, startup and 
dynamic self-diagnosis with error 
messages, auto zero to compensate for 
product spillage and digital automatic 
feedback control to the fi ller. The 
standard statistical data package looks 
at the last group of 50 packages, and 
calculates long-term average-weight 

data and standard deviation. Based on 
these results, the checkweigher adjusts 
the speed of the augers on the fi ller to 
maintain the weight of product in the 
cans within the set limits. “The fi ller 
and checkweigher are running very 
well for us,” says Gnewuch. “They 
hold the weight within plus/minus 10 
grams on a 12-ounce can.”

After fi lling, the cans pass 
through a can seamer that applies 
a metal bottom. The plant has two 

seamers—one for each diameter—and 
gates divert the cans to conveyors 
that deliver them to the appropriate 
unit. The cans then continue past a 
Videojet Technologies (www.videojet.
com) ink-jet printer that applies 
the date to the metal bottom. Next 
the cans go through a roll-through 
cold-glue labeler that wraps a label 
around the circumference. Both of the 
can seamers and the labeler are older 
Continued on page 48

An ink-jet printer applies code dates on 
the metal bottoms of the canisters.
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machines that the plant refurbished for this 
operation. The cans pass through a twisting 
section at the outlet of the labeler that sets 
them upright on the conveyor so the peelable 
membrane is on the top, after which they are 
conveyed to a machine from Del Packaging, 
Inc. (www.delpackaging.com) that snaps 
plastic overcaps over the foil membranes on the 
tops of the cans. 

Next, the cans pass through an x-ray 
inspection unit from Smiths Detection (www.
smithsdetectionpid.com) that checks them for 
contaminants. 

Two wraparound case packers
After the x-ray inspection system, the 

canisters go through a diverter that splits the 
fl ow to two wraparound case packers from 
Brenton Eng. (www.brentonengineering.

com), a division of Pro-Mach. “We had a 
Brenton Series 32 case packer that we bought 
in 2005 for another application that has done 
an excellent job for us,” says Gnewuch. “We 
decided to move it to the new packaging line, 
but the new line runs sixty three-pack cases 
of canisters/min, which is too fast for one 
machine, so we bought a second Brenton unit 
for the new line. The existing machine was a 
left-hand unit, so we bought the new packer 
in a right-hand confi guration, so the controls 
face each other, which makes it easy for one 
operator to handle both packers. 

“It was an easy decision to buy another 
Brenton,” says Gnewuch. “They really 
stand behind their products. Right from the 
beginning, they told us, ‘Tell us what you want, 
and we’ll make it do it.’ I can’t say enough good 
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NEW POWDER-LINE FLOOR PLAN

Lake Country Foods has two wraparound case 
packers, each of which runs 30 three-pack cases of 
canisters/minute. 

Courtesy of Confab Systems, Inc.

Sometimes you have to think inside the box
A smart alternative to traditional packaging
The Cheertainer is an innovative, flexible package that

flattens the competition. It is a gusseted, form-fit multi-ply

bag that gives you the best of both worlds: the flexibility

of a bag-in-box and the benefits of a rigid container.

Cheertainer can help meet your sustainable goals
by reducing labor, shipping and storage costs and
uses less plastic than competitive products.
1-800-443-1920 ■ cheertainer@cdf1.com ■ www.cdf1.com

Cheertainer
is now

manufactured
in the U.S.

The #1 Source For Liners
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things about them.”
Lake Country runs 24 stock 

keeping units in seven pack patterns 
on the line, including three-, six- and 
12-count patterns. During PD’s visit, 
the line was running three packs of 
12-oz canisters. The intermittent 
case packer operation is powered by 
a line shaft and begins with vacuum 
cups removing case blanks from a 
magazine and placing them on a 
set of fl ight chains initially forming 
the leading and trailing sides of 
the box while the bottom major 
fl aps are trapped and contained in 
preparation of the product being 
loaded into the case.  

Simultaneously, the cans of 
product enter a fl ood-feed-style 
infeed and are assembled into the 
appropriate number of rows. A 
servo-driven loader then pushes 
the cans into the waiting, partially 
formed case. The servo motor used 
allows for a very fast, but controlled 
movement that enables the 
casepacker to maintain the needed 
seed and product containment. The 
loader plate is then raised to allow 
the next rows of product to collate, 
while the loader assembly returns to 
its home position. 

The case packer indexes the 
loaded case through the process of 
folding in the minor fl aps, applying 
the glue to these fl aps and then 
compressing the major fl aps onto 
the glued areas and holding them 
in this position long enough for the 
glue to set. The completed case then 
discharges from the machine, ready 
for shipment.

The theme of this Brenton 
casepacker is high effi ciency 
accomplished through precise 
control of all inputs. Canisters are 
tightly controlled to ensure they are 
in the right place at the right time.  
Most importantly, the case blanks 
are tightly controlled, so they never 
interfere with product loading.
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Glue Dots® Adhesive Products provide an
instant, clean bond. No mess, no waste.

How can Glue Dots impact your productivity?
See how at gluedots.com.
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Applied Productivity

(888) 688-7131

Holds Fast.

Adhere labels

Secure product samples 
before shrink wrapping

Attach
promotional 
items

Automated
applicators available

     More information is available:
All-Fill, Inc., 610/524-7350. 
www.all-fill.com.
Brenton Eng. Co., 320/852-7705. 
www.brentonengineering.com.  
Confab Systems, Inc., 708/388-4103. 
www.confabsystems.com.
Del Packaging, Inc., 281/653-0099. 
www.delpackaging.com. 
Palace Packaging Machines, Inc., 

610/873-7275.  
www.unscramblers.com. 
Richpak Machinery, Inc., 312/225-1207. 
Smiths Detection, 865/379-1670. 
www.smithsdetectionpid.com.  
Sonoco, 843/383-7000. 
www.sonoco.com. 
Videojet Technologies, Inc., 630/860-7300. 
www.videojet.com.

Changing from one canister 
size or pack size to another is 
very easy. “Most of the changes 
required to run different canister 
and pack sizes can be handled 
through the menus that reside 
in the machine controls,” says 
Gnewuch, “and the mechanical 
changes are done by cranks with 
numerical readouts. A changeover 
only takes about 10 min.”

A diverter splits the fl ow of canisters to 
the two casepackers.
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WWhelen Eng., Chester, CT, designs and 
manufactures lights, beacons, sirens and other 
warning equipment for emergency vehicles such as 
police cars, ambulances and fi re trucks. Dedicated 
to manufacturing in the U.S., Whelen stays 
competitive in the world market by leveraging 
automation in creative ways to minimize operating 
costs while maximizing product quality.   

To eliminate the need to insert instruction 
manuals into each of its packages, Whelen 
searched for an in-line printer that could print 
the instructions directly on the packages during 
the bagging operation. To impart the needed 
information, they needed to achieve an 8-in.-W 
print area. The company found the NGT Series 
of large format thermal-transfer coding systems 
from Norwood Marking Systems/Allen Coding 
Systems (www.itw-norwood.com).  Capable of 

producing the largest print area of any thermal 
transfer coder in the world, the NGT printers have 
allowed Whelen to reduce manufacturing costs and 
improve production fl exibility while also increasing 
its throughput.

Large-format a must
“We went looking for a thermal-transfer printer 

that could do large-format printing,” notes Jon 
Hardy, supervisor of manufacturing engineering at 
Whelen. “We found several systems that produced 
two- and four-inch widths and a couple that 
produced fi ve-inch widths. But we wanted a printer 
that could achieve an eight-inch width. We came to 
Norwood/Allen just as they were introducing their 
NGT printers in the U.S.” 

The NGT 8 C that Whelen selected can produce 
a print area up to 8.4 in. wide and 19.68 in. long.

www.taylorproducts.com

Toll Free 800.748.7000

Dependable, versatile equipment.

Solutions that fit.

It’s the foundation of our business.

The V1200 series from Taylor Product’s V-LINE 
is a compact but heavy-duty line of machines
equipped for anything from 0.5-pound to 5-pound
packages with rates of up of 70 bags per minute.
The design of the V1200 series allows it to handle
an extremely wide variety of packaging materials,
sizes and configurations.

TRU SEAL
ULTRASONIC VALVE BAG SEALER

Seal valve bags with innovative ultrasonic
technology. Taylor Products introduces the TRU Seal
ultrasonic valve bag sealer, specifically designed
to work with Taylor valve bagging equipment
and incorporates the latest ultrasonic sealing
technology. Can prevent product loss during
shipping. Works well with dusty, fluid, powder,
and hydroscopic products. 

V1200
V E R T I C A L  F O R M  F I L L  &  S E A L
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Whelen Eng. needed a printer that could work with 8-in. widths 
and found one just as it was being introduced to the U.S. market. 
Below, bags of warning lights require plenty of printed data.

Printers
signal

 benefi ts 
for bags

Whelen Eng., a manufacturer of lights, beacons, sirens and other warning 
equipment, adopts large-format thermal-transfer coding for its bagging 

operation. The results INCREASE THROUGHPUT.
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Whelen manufacturers several 
thousand different products at 
its Charlestown, NH plant. Each 
product requires instructions that 
provide users with the information 
needed to assemble and mount 
the part. Prior to installing the 
Norwood/Allen printers, operators 
at the bagging operation inserted 
preprinted instruction sheets into 
each bag, sometimes folding the 
8½�11-in, sheets in half or in 
quarters to fi t inside the package.

Says Hardy, “We were motivated 
to print the instructions on the bags 
in an effort to reallocate labor to 
more productive tasks. With three 
in-line printers installed so far, we’ve 
managed to move three people 
handling the printing, storing and 
folding of the instruction manuals to 
more productive tasks.”

Whelen’s initial decision to install 
the new printers was economic in 
nature, he adds. “We didn’t fully 
anticipate the many benefi ts that 
would come from this shift to 
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Bag rollstock, left, is printed on-demand. 
The back side is clear, while the front is 
white to produce a sharp backdrop for 
black type. Touchscreen interface control 
box, above,  enables operators to recall 
images and edit at print time.

Our move to 
automated 
printing potentially 
increases the 
bagging rate by 
three times.

printing on-demand.”

Boosts operator 
throughput

Eliminating the need to 
fold and insert preprinted 
instruction sheets into each 
bag enables the operators at 
the bagging station to increase 
their throughput. “It only takes 

two seconds to bag and seal a 
product, but it could take four 
seconds to fold the paper,” 
says Hardy.  “Our move to 
automated printing potentially 
increases the bagging rate by 
three times.” 

The change also eliminates 
the repetitive task of folding 
Continued on page 52
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The PE fi lm bags are printed at 300 dpi resolution, both horizontally 
and vertically, and can incorporate a wide choice of font styles. 
Whelen can change the printers over as many as 30 times a day.

and inserting the papers, which makes the 
operators’ job easier. 

“We were printing several million 
instruction sheets per year,” adds Bob Dubois, 
manufacturing engineer at the Charlestown, 
NH plant. “Eliminating as many of these 
sheets as possible helps save valuable resources 
and this new approach is better for the 
environment. It also gives us more production 
fl exibility.”

Printing on-demand allows Whelen to 

ensure that the instructions are absolutely 
current.  It eliminates the possibility that 
out-of-date instruction sheets or an incorrect 
sheet is inserted into the package. Whelen is 
also now able to easily customize the print on 
the package for a particular customer, which 
is especially valuable in today’s environment 
where bagging to-order is increasingly 
preferred in an effort to reduce fi nished goods 
inventory, says Hardy.

In addition to printing the lengthy 

instruction manual onto the polyethylene 
bags, Whelen prints the product description, 
a bar code and the date. These elements are 
automatically formatted by Teklynx® (www.
teklynx.com) Sentinel™ Software, which 
also allows the Norwood/Allen printers to be 
integrated with Whelen’s plant-wide network 
via the NGT’s integrated Ethernet card.  

As of presstime, Whelen says that it has 
developed and formatted more than 100 
instruction images, which replace almost 800 

unique printed pages by 
consolidating various 
connector and lens color 
variations. With batch 
manufacturing that 
typically includes 500 
to 1,000 units per run, 

Whelen often changes the printer over 30 
times a day.

When an operator prepares for a new 
product run, they enter a job number into 
Whelen’s software running on a local PC. 
This triggers the network to access the 
instruction sheet for that product, which is 
saved as a jpg fi le on one of Whelen’s network 
servers.

The network sends a jpg fi le to the 

We didn’t fully anticipate the many 
benefi ts that would come from this 

shift to printing on-demand. 

Continued on page 54

Are yo  CLEAR PVC?

The advantages are CLEAR. PVC manufacturing utilizes Clean 
production that helps keep workers, communities, and the 
environment safe. PVC production uses Less energy and Emits 
fewer greenhouse gases than other plastics1. PVC is more than 
half derived from naturally Abundant salt.

Tested. Proven. Responsible. 

PVC Packaging: the advantages are CLEAR.

1Boustead I, Eco-profiles of the European Plastics Industry, PlasticsEurope, Avenue E van Nieuwenhuyse 4, B-1160, Brussels, Belgium. http://www.lca.plasticseurope.org

www.vinylinfo.org/packaging
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software, which integrates the image 
in real-time with the product’s text 
description, bar code and the date of 
manufacture, appending the fi le and 
sending it to the appropriate printer.  

The polyethylene bags are 
supplied to Whelen preformed on 
rolls. They are transparent on the 
back so that the product is visible 
through the package. They have a 

white front panel to produce crisp 
black-on-white printing. The bags, 
which range in size from 5�7 in. to 
as large as 10½�15 in., are printed 
in-line with a resolution of 300 dots/
in., both horizontally and vertically. 
An unlimited choice of TrueType 
font styles and a wide range of font 
sizes are available with the NGT. 
Six fonts come standard and there is 

space for 44 more.
The NGT Series of thermal-

transfer printers are available in 
several different models—both 
intermittent and continuous-
motion—for a variety of applications 
and to achieve different maximum 
print areas and print speeds. 
Whelen’s continuous-motion NGT 8 
C can produce the largest print area 

     More information is available:
Norwood/Allen, 630/968-0646. 
www.itw-norwood.com. 
AC Codiergeräte GmbH, 
43 (0)1 699 26 40. 
www.ac-coding.com.
Teklynx, 414/535-6200. 
www.teklynx.com.

of the series—up to 8.4�19.68 
in. at speeds up to 9.8 in./sec.

Manufactured by Norwood/
Allen’s distributor, AC Codiergeräte 
GmbH (www.ac-coding.com), in 
Germany, with robust mechanics 

and superior components, the 
durable NGT Series of coders 
improves reliability to maximize 
production throughput. A pivoting 
frame provides operators with 
easy access for maintenance and 
adjustments.

Whelen installed its fi rst NGT 
printer in January 2007 and a 
second in March 2007, followed by 
a third in November 2007.  “We 
measure the success of the printers 
based on print quality, reliability 
and ease of use, notes Dubois.  
“We’re very satisfi ed with the NGT 
printers.”

Adds  Hardy, “The bottom line 
is that the printers have allowed 
us to move three people to more 
productive tasks. So the project was 
a home-run hit.  The rest is icing on 
the cake.”

We found several 
systems but 
wanted a printer 
that could 
achieve an eight-
inch width.
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Packstar tests the PLA fi lm on all of its lines, 
such as this Aquafl ex press, to ensure that the 
substrate can be used on all its machinery.
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Packstar shines 
when it comes 

to creating 
sustainable 

labels.
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Green sales for 
green bottles

IIt’s only fi tting that Garnier Fructis haircare products 
from Maybelline are in bright green bottles, given 
its campaign to use sustainable packaging. The 
cosmetics giant teamed up with fl ex-pack converter 
Packstar Flexible Packaging (www.packstargroup.
com) in Buffalo, NY, to create polylactide-acid-based 
(PLA) shrink labels for the shampoo and conditioner 
containers.

“Maybelline jumped in head fi rst,” says Andy Sharp, 
chief executive offi cer of Packstar. “They chose with 
to go with PLA labels because it was easier to add 

sustainability in its manufacturing process with labels 
than with bottles.”

In 2007, Packastar produced 20 million PLA 
labels for Maybelline. Because the customer switched 
to using PLA instead of a polyvinyl chloride (PVC) 
or polyethylene terephthalate glycol (PETG) label 
substrate, it saved the equivalent of 17,500 gal of 
gasoline, according to Sharp’s report from Packstar fi lm 
provider Plastic Suppliers (www.plasticsuppliers.com). 
“This is a good true-life situation that really shows the 
quantifi able savings of oil,” Sharp says.

Along with Maybelline, Packstar also ran 1 million 

Jorina Fontelera, Converting Magazine

Continued on page 56
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Your Intelligent Robotics Partner

Automating your Packaging needs
for the past 25 years.

Register at www.adept.com for
the Adept Global Conference 2008.

The New Adept Quattro s650

Learn about the latest in market trends, advances in robot 
technology, and best practices in today’s major growing 
industries, such as food packaging, solar and medical 
device manufacturing.

The Adept Global Conference 2008 is an industry networking 
and educational event that will feature live automation 
demonstrations and technology presentations.
April 2 - 4, 2008  Livermore, CA

PLA shrink labels for a Coca-
Cola campaign in Mexico in 
2006. Coke also used PLA 
shrink labels for its World of 
Coke interactive stores this past 
summer and will continue to do 
so. The converter, which now 
has 20 percent of its business 
coming from PLA projects, 
plans to continue working with 

Maybelline, Coke and others, 
to expand its sustainable labels 
and packaging business up to 50 
percent in the next two years.

Seeds of sustainability
In two and a half years, 

Packstar has modifi ed its 
machinery to work with PLA 
and has done signifi cant research 

and development to fi nd end 
markets and uses for PLA. It is 
now looking to further expand its 
sustainable packaging expertise by 
looking into compostable inks to 
make a fully-compostable label.

It all began at PACK EXPO 
Las Vegas 2005 when Packstar 
heard about Natureworks (www.
natureworksllc.com), which makes 
the PLA resins. Natureworks 
provided Packstar with a life-cycle 
assessment that goes from the plant 
to the pellet/resin and showed that 
creating PLA shrink fi lm produced 
fewer carbon-dioxide emissions and 
required less energy than making 

shrink fi lm from PETG or PVC.
Devoted to moving its converting 

operations from polyester to 
PLA and changing the impact of 
PLA on the packaging market, 
Packstar pursued cobranding with 
Natureworks. The converter also 
cobrands with Plastic Suppliers, 
which extrudes the Natureworks 
resins and creates the EarthFirst® 
fi lm for Packstar. 

“We’ve been very excited (about 
sustainability) and learned to set 
our converting operations to run 
(PLA),” Sharp says.

PLA takes root
Packstar began testing the fi lm on 

its existing equipment and making 
modifi cations on all its lines so that 
PLA can be used with all machinery. 
“Using PLA doesn’t require 
wholesale changes,” Sharp explains, 
“you just need an understanding 
of the fi lm and learn to adjust the 

Using PLA doesn’t 
require 
wholesale 
changes. 
You just 
need an 
understanding of 
the fi lm.

Most of Packstar’s products are made with nonPLA 
fi lms. The converter hopes to change that and have PLA 
projects account for up to 50 percent of its business.
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settings—and at that, you don’t have 
to analyze much.”

Packstar does printing, slitting, 
seaming and rewinding applications 
with the PLA. In addition to its 
renewable characteristics, PLA’s 
other benefi ts became clear to 
Packstar after working with the fi lm. 
The converter found that PLA takes 
ink very well using fl exographic and 
gravure presses. And because of its 
rigidity, PLA is not only good as 
fi lm, but it’s also good for building 
strength in thin-walled plastic 
containers, Sharp adds.

As an added bonus, PLA can be 
stored in temperatures up to 104 
deg F and will not shrink, but at 
the same time it takes less heat to 
shrink it onto a package. “Once it 
is beyond the 104 deg, it shrinks 
quickly,” Sharp says. “Once it starts, 
it keeps going. Not only does it save 
energy on its production, but it 
saves energy being used as fi lm.”

Branching out
Currently, the inks used 

for shrink-fi lm printing are 
typically not recyclable. Packstar, 
however, is looking to change 
that. “We are currently looking 
into compostable inks,” Sharp 
explains. “We use water-, UV- 
and solvent-based inks right now. 
Having fully-compostable inks is 
the next evolution. There’s certain 
R&D needed, and as the market 
continues to evolve, the demand 
(for compostable inks) will force ink 
vendors to fi nd a solution.”

To stay in touch with the 
latest research fi ndings regarding 
sustainability, Packstar joined the 
Sustainable Packaging Coalition 
(www.sustainablepackaging.org), 
which studies the different theories 
about sustainability, how to put 
them into practice and how to 
capture savings. 

“People want the truth, what 
is known fact and what is theory, 
and what the impacts of these 
are,” Sharp says. “We can’t convert 

PLA fi lm takes ink very well using fl exo or 
gravure presses, such as the units above. 
Packstar currently uses non-recyclable ink 
but is looking to change that.

     More information is available:
Packstar Flexible Packaging, 
716/853-1688. www.packstargroup.com.
Natureworks, 800/664-6436. 
www.natureworksllc.com.
Plastic Suppliers, 800/722-5577.
www.plasticsuppliers.com.
Sustainable Packaging Coalition, 434/817-
1424 x309. www.sustainablepackaging.org. 

the mass of consumer products to 
materials that require less petroleum, 
but it has to start somewhere. We feel 
we’re doing our part.”

Perhaps like PLA shrink-fi lm 
shrinking, once it starts, it keeps 
going. PLA has been Packstar’s fastest-
growing segment with double-digit 
growth in the last seven years, and 
Sharp sees no slowdown.

The world’s smallest,
smartest, easiest
vision system

Vision Systems Vision Software Vision Sensors ID Readers

In-Sight Micro — the next generation has arrived! 
Vision systems that fit anywhere, can do anything and are even faster to deploy.

Watch the video, enter to win an iPod:
www.cognex.com/micro

iPod® is a registered trademark of Apple Computer Inc.
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sustainability

RRecently, I participated in a panel discussion on 
sustainable packaging at the fi rst Environmental 
Sustainability Summit, hosted by the Grocery 
Manufacturers Association. During the week of the 
meeting, I scanned the New York Times and found 
several articles that refl ect how profoundly different 
today’s operating conditions for business are versus 
those of previous decades. This highlighted the 
timeliness of a sustainability summit for global 
consumer packaged goods companies.  

For a relatively small portion of the world’s 
population, abundant natural resources have fueled 
vigorous economic growth for more 200 years. 
Over the same time, in agricultural-based parts of 
the world where the quality of life falls signifi cantly 
shy of that enjoyed by industrialized countries, 
there has been tremendous population growth. 
Today, we are witnessing the industrialization 
of these countries. In 2007, the United Nations 
estimated that for the fi rst time in human history 
more people live in urban centers than in rural 
areas. This shift refl ects a signifi cant improvement 

in the quality of life for many and a commensurate 
increase in consumption habits. It also marks the 
end of the era of abundant natural resources.   

The headlines that caught my attention captured 
the essence of why sustainability is growing in 
importance to companies and users of packaging: 
“Chinese and U.S. demand drives commodities 
surge;” and “New, global oil quandry:  Costly fuel 
means costly calories.” Growing global demand 
for energy and other resources is hitting home. 

Companies are experiencing not only increasing 
energy prices, but also increasing commodity prices, 
from metals to corn. 

As Michael Lewis of Deutsche Bank said in the 
New York Times, “You are trying to feed people, 
cattle, and cars, so you have this global fi ght 
between food and energy.” 

There is a tendency to think of the three pillars 
of sustainability—people,  profi t, planet—as 

independent of 
each other. But now, 
we are in an era where 
commercial profi tability 
and human well-being are inextricably linked to 
effective stewardship of limited resources. 

As demand for resources grows, the role of 
packaging becomes more important and materials 
more valuable. Packaging must become more 
effi cient because it competes for the same energy 
and materials used in products. Packaging also 
must become more effective because the products it 
protects are becoming more precious. The situation 
demands more sustainable packaging. 

It is clear that we need to pursue energy and 
material effi ciency, but we are fatally handicapped 
if we don’t address our reliance on fossil fuels and 
continue to landfi ll valuable material resources. 

The fact that companies, which play a global 
role in economics, demand for resources and 
infl uence on consumer behavior, are collectively 
taking up the challenges facing a more sustainable 
world is an encouraging sign.  

A changing world changes packaging

Anne Johnson is the director of the Sustainable Packaging Coalition, a project of GreenBlue 
(www.greenblue.org). For additional information, email info@sustainablepackaging.org.

PACKAGING BLADES
Manufactured from the finest grades of carbon, stainless and high chrome non-corrosive 

tool steels, the Specialty Blades range of plastic packaging knives epitomizes the 

highest quality at competitive prices. We offer a comprehensive range of knives to 

suit the majority of plastic packaging machinery, including those for confectionery, frozen 

food, cookies, chips, meat and cheese. All made to the most exacting standards to 

enable our customers to obtain the best possible results.

We can supply knives to suit many types of manufacturers’ 

equipment including the following: Cryovac • Hayssen 

• IMA • Multivac • Robert Bosch • Rovema • Sandiacre 

• Tiromat • Woodman • Gloucester • Ossid

Specialty Blades, Inc. • 9 Technology Drive • Staunton, VA 24401 USA
540-248-2200 • www.specialtyblades.com
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Good for you. Good for our forests.SM

Two ways to show 
you care about our forests.
Ever since the recycling symbol appeared, more and more paper products have been 
recycled. Today, there’s another symbol to look for when you shop for wood and 
paper products: the symbol of the Sustainable Forestry Initiative. The SFI® symbol 
on a product means it has wood or paper content from well managed forests 
certified to the SFI standard. To find SFI products, visit www.sfiprogram.org.

Most businesses now recognize 
the need for sustainability in 
packaging but question exactly 
how to successfully build it into 
their processes. That’s the goal of 
“Sustainability in Packaging 2008,” 
to be held March 12 through 
March 13 at the Royal Plaza Hotel 
in Orlando. 

The conference, sponsored 
jointly by IntertechPIRA (www.
interechpira.com) and Packaging 
Digest, has a lineup of respected 
leaders in packaging sustainability, 
featuring leading brands like Mars, 
Hasbro, Whole Foods, Burts Bees, 
Nestle, Kimberley Clark, Coca-
Cola and Stony Fields Farms, 
as well as packaging players like 
International Paper, Amcor and 
MeadWestvaco. The full agenda is 
available at www.sustainability-in-
packaging.com.  

“Sustainability is not a new 
consideration for the packaging 
industry, but a massive rise in 
interest from consumers, retailers 
and other industry stakeholders 
means that it’s now a board-level 
priority across the industry,” 
says Ciaran Little, events leader 
for IntertechPIRA. “The next 
challenge is the practicality once 
companies have commited to 
sustainable packaging. How do 
they choose from the wide range 
of material and process choices 
available?”

The conference program 
has more than 40 speakers, 
representing the entire supply 
chain. It includes tracks dedicated 
to all aspects of sustainability, 
giving it a comprehensive agenda. 
Nearly 300 attendees are expected 
to attend. 

On March 11, a pre-conference 
workshop offers individuals who 
are newer to sustainable concepts 
a chance to get up to speed prior 
to the conference. The workshop 
will include the fundamentals 
of lifecycle analysis and carbon 
footprint assessments. Attendees 
will have access to experts, 
positioning them for maximum 
benefi t during the conference.

Sessions offer a comprehensive agenda FOR PACKAGERS interested in implementation.

Sustainability conference 
emphasizes action items

www.sustainability-in-packaging.com 
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S
The New Jersey Packaging Executives Club’s Package of Year 
is a ‘toothed’ wheel displaying art to merchandise a soft drink. 

Spinning your wheels often means getting 
nowhere. For Integrated Display Co. (www.
idcdisplay.com), it becomes a matter of winning 
one competition and then capturing a top spot in 
another competition.
   And the rationale for the fi rst competition leads 
to yet another one.
   Shedding enlightenment on the whole situation 
is Charles Blecker, senior production manager at 
Pepsico in Purchase, NY. He explains that the fi rst 
competition traces to a promotion of Pepsico’s 
Mountain Dew® brand carbonated soft drink to 
submit original label designs, with few holds barred.
   The winning designs would go into production 
as limited edition 16-oz impact extruded 
aluminum bottles made and printed via dry offset 
by CCL Container (www.cclcontainer.com).

 With the top designer reportedly also winning 
$10,000 in what is dubbed the Green Label Art 
program, consumers select the designs they like 

best. In last year’s competition, a host of fi nalists, 
from professional artists to cheerfully creative 
doodlers, was shaved down to a quartet of designs, 
each of these then moved to the production phase.

To help generate interest in the program and 
orders for the limited-edition bottles, Blecker tells 

PD: “We requested among several suppliers ideas 
for a test-market display kit for the four bottles 
with winning label designs. It would go to key 
buyers, store managers and others who could have 
it as a keepsake, and would also serve the brand as 
a public relations tool.”

Submitting what became the winning display 

Bernard Abrams, Contributing Editor

Winning one 
       competition, 

The 2007 NJPEC competition featured the LUCKY 
BRAND FRAGRANCE line and an intriuging 
eye shadow compact from Bare Escentuals. 
Read about them at 
www.packagingdigest.com/njpec07

then another, 
then another...
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design, Integrated Display took 
advantage of its own extensive 
production facilities and equally 
impressive capabilities of its parent, 
Integrated Packaging Corp. (www.
ipcboxes.com), for an omnibus 
solution.

The total presentation was 
then submitted to the annual 
competition of the New Jersey 
Packaging Executives Club (www.
njpec.com) where it was fi rst 

selected for the gold award in the 
promotional packaging category 
and then voted the 2007 Package of 
the Year.

Inspired by the Lazy Susan 
concept, the display is a black, 
acrylic laser-cut gearwheel with 
29 teeth. It is resin-bonded to 
a clear, rigid, extruded acrylic 
tube, a thumb-width-high, that is 
similarly attached to a rotating black 
polystyrene turntable with four 
equidistant, rubber nonskid pads.

Screen-printed in green with 
the words “green label art,” the 
gearwheel is also lasered to include 
two holes to accept the caddy—a 
Stardust silver, powder-coated, rigid 
wire carry handle with four rings 
each at two different heights that 
support and contain the aluminum 
bottles. The handle has threaded 
ends attached to the gear wheel by 
washers and nuts.

When loaded with the bottles, 
the dramatic display can be rotated 
manually for viewing. When more 
that one display is required, the gear 
wheels interlock for coordinated 
movement. Either way, it’s art in 
motion.

Protecting the fully loaded 
display is a custom-fabricated, 
circular foam insert that locks onto 
the carry handle and bottle necks. 
The unitized load then is inserted 
into what is basically a highly 
decorated mailing tube.

This six-piece, full-telescope 
style canister from Integrated is a 
neat feat. Inner spiral-wound board 
tubes give heft to the structure, 
the bottom one fi tted with an E-

fl ute corrugated ring to support the 
display’s weight in-transit. The outer 
board cylinders are wrapped with 
paper printed with a satiny PMS 277 
silver. The polypropylene end caps 
are hot-melt-glued to the cylinder. 
Decorating the lid is a circular 
die-cut paper pressure-sensitive 
label that Integrated offset-prints in 
three colors. Graphics include the 
Mountain Dew logo and the words, 

“green label art.”
“Using the gearwheel was an 

approach we considered from the 
start of the program,” Integrated 
Display president Stu Kaitz informs 
PD. “The wire caddy facilitates 
viewing of the label designs from all 
sides and all angles.” It’s also a way to 
help turn a soft drink’s numbers. For 
details on yet another NJPEC winner, 
see p. 62.

We requested 
among suppliers 
ideas for a test-
market display 
kit for the bottles 
with winning label 
designs.

     More information is available:
New Jersey Packaging Executives Club, 
973/429-2177. www.njpec.com.
CCL Container, 724/981-4420.  
www.cclcontainer.com.
Integrated Display Co., 212/924-6400.
www.idcdisplay.com.
Integrated Packaging Corp., 
732/247-5200
www.ipcboxes.com.
 

We know it sounds kind of Zen, but actually it’s simple:

For over 30 years we’ve used our experience and 100% 

vertically integrated systems to deliver custom 

thermoformed solutions that exceed both our customers’ 

expectations and timelines. By maintaining total control, 

we design out any potential issues before they ever arise. 

This process allows us to always provide our customers the 

most important product they could ever want—peace of mind. 

CAPABILITIES

• Design

• Engineering

• Prototyping

• Tooling

• Extrusion

• Thermoforming

©2008  P la s t i c  I ngenu i t y  • A l l  R ight s  Re se rved  • 608 .798 .3071 www.plasticingenuity.com/markets.php
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800/473-3464
www.smythco.com

Family-owned provider of pressure-sensitive, shrink-sleeve, 
cut-and-stack paper and film, in-mold, and pakage-promotional 

labels - with a personal touch - since 1877 

In-house Design & Prepress
Optimyser™ 7-Color Printing & Label Management

Promotional Label Application
Point-of-purchase Displays

Next Generation Production Equipment

Over 130 Years Treating Customers Like Gold!

Does your label supplier leave you 
feeling like a small fish in a big pond?

Be a big fish in our pond!

Taking the air out of 
micro dosing

It’s getting pointless to be upright, especially 
since AGI Dermatics of Freeport, NY, is 
discovering the benefi ts of all-position micro 
dosing for its newest microcirculation, or 
skin-stimulating, cream.

Fred Carr, president of Remergent 
Line/AGI Dermatics, recalls developing an 
immediate interest in the dispensing system 
when it was fi rst introduced about two years 

ago. “We felt that it was unique, provided 
dosage metering, was compact and offered 
other features we wanted in a package,” he 
informs PD.

And so last year, after stability and other 
studies, Carr dedicated its new Remergent™ 
Microcirculation Therapy skin cream to 
the pioneering package, the Airless Metered 
Dose Pen from Lucas Packaging Group 
(www.lucaspackaging.com). 

A winner in the New Jersey Packaging 

AGI DERMATICS ‘pens’ a new way to dispense a 
microcirculation skin cream in metered quantities.

...then another

Bernard Abrams, Contributing Editor
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Executives’ Club (NJPEC) 
competition, the over-the-counter 
product is sold, Carr explains, in 
between 600 and 700 physicians’ 
offi ces and through the SkincareRx 
website. “It is being extremely well-
received,” he notes.

He says that he sees the package, 
measuring just under 6½-in.-long, 
as an excellent vehicle for the 
cream, which reportedly bolsters the 
skin’s microcirculation, relieves the 
appearance of under-eye fatigue and 
helps to encourage optimum balance 
of the skin. 

With the 15-mL version of the 
package AGI uses, each package is 
designed to deliver 150 metered 
doses. The label copy suggests twice-
a-day use. 

Fabricated of polypropylene 
and high-density polyethylene 
components, the package functions 
by evacuation of air via an airless 
pump system. During the pumping 
action, air draws on a diaphragm 
in the product chamber. This in 
turn dispenses a metered quantity 
of the cream through an orifi ce at 
the container’s upper end, where 
cleanliness is assured by a friction-fi t 
PP overcap.

At the other end, a pushbutton 

cap opens with a counter-clockwise 
twist and alignment of two molded-
in arrows. It closes by reversing the 
movement to prevent accidental 
dispensing.

The white Remergent container is 
decorated in two colors by a heat-
transfer label.

The enclosed, airless system, says 
Lucas president Frank Francavilla, 
“enables all-position dispensing 
and means that the package can 
be used with active ingredients for 
formulations including lotions, 
gels, serums and liquids.”  He also 
notes that the container is fi llable by 
traditional methods.

Appreciation for the level of 
innovation of the Remergent 
package is the double award 
presented in the annual NJPEC 

The system 
enables all-position 
dispensing; the 
package can be 
used with lotions, 
gels, serums and 
liquids.

competition. It captures the 
Technical Innovation award and 
then wins the gold award in the 
Pharmaceutical Packaging category.

Francaville says he sees a 
tremendous potential product 
range for the package, in that active 
ingredients can be readily used in its 
airless environment. 

Along with the Remergent cream, 

the package dispenses serums, gels, 
ointments and lotions.

   This is possible not only 
through the nature of the structure 
itself but also because the orifi ce is 
customizable, he confi rms.

   The company is also 
introducing two additional capacities 
to the 15-mL size used by AGI, 
and says the outer container can 

be molded in any PMS color and 
accepts a variety of decoration 
processes including heat transfer, hot 
stamping or screen printing.

     More information is available:
Lucas Packaging Group, 
973/903-3561.
www.lucaspackaging.com.

From our conceptual design to our rapid prototypes to our low-cost

tooling, VisiPak thermoformed packaging will showcase all the best 

features of any product for your customers. After all, the more they 

see of your product, the more they will buy. VisiPak can also support

your global footprint, offering manufacturing capabilities in North

America, Asia and Europe. Whatever you need, wherever you need it,

VisiPak delivers results for you. Call today for a free consultation. The difference will show.

VisiPak®. The clear choice for transparent packaging.

The big difference in our product 
is the difference it shows in yours.

tubes | clamshells | boxes

1-800-949-1141 | www.visipak.com
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TThe Control System Integrator Association 
(CSIA at www.controlsys.org) has announced 
that its membership has reached 300 companies, 
one-third of which have achieved certifi ed member 
status. The CSIA’s certifi cation audit looks at 
an integrator’s business procedures to assure an 
end user that the integrator actually has defi ned 
procedures and has documented them thoroughly.

Hiring a CSIA-certifi ed integrator is a safe bet, 
but certifi cation isn’t the only criteria to consider 

when choosing an integrator for an automation 
project. Familiarity with the packaging industry is 
an obvious plus. Here are some additional questions 
to ask a candidate:

•How long has your fi rm been doing integration 
work in the packaging industry? Many integrators 
can transfer their skills from related industries, but 
there’s no substitute for direct experience.

•Are your engineers knowledgeable about 
the specifi c applications involved in our project?  
Virtually all automation engineers know how 
to program a PLC, but do they know how to 

confi gure a checkweigher or a metal detector?
•Can you demonstrate successful completion 

of past projects? Don’t just read references the 
integrator provides. It’s wise to contact their 
previous clients directly.

•Are your engineers up to date on the latest 
technologies and standards?  Many vendors 
offer certifi cation programs for engineers who 
can demonstrate a thorough understanding of a 
vendors’ products.

•How far into our plant’s business systems can 
you integrate information fl owing to and from the 
automation system? Some integrators are better at 
extracting and presenting useful information.

•Do you have the necessary strategic partners 
for this project? System integrators affi liated with 
some vendors can get special training, support and 
product pricing.

•Do you have experienced engineers and project 
managers who are available to commit to our 
project? The best personnel won’t do you any good 
if they’re assigned to someone else’s project.

•Do you have 
resources local to our 
plant(s)? Some tasks can 
be undertaken from afar, 
but having an integrator nearby is handy.

•Is your project methodology suitable for our 
project? Be wary of integrators who think they have 
a one-size-fi ts-all solution.

•What kind of documentation and training can 
you provide? Automation is useless if no one knows 
how to use it.

•Can you assume complete turnkey responsibility 
for the entire project? Some specialized integrators 
can only address specifi c tasks.

•Will you be available to handle follow-up work? 
CSIA certifi cation is an indicator of an integrator’s 
potential longevity.

Steve Clouther of the ARC Advisory Group 
contributed to this list.

Ask many questions of potential system 
integrators: Here are a few examples
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3005 State Road, Telford, PA 18969

Phone: 215-721-4600
equipmentsales@fresco.com
www.fresco.com

Intermittent Motion
4 Sided Seal Pouch

Machine

G14
Form Fill and Seal Machine

With Finishing Conveyor

G18
Square Bottom
Gusseted Bag

FSU207
Pillow Pouch

Come See Us
at Interphex in

Booth 4222

The innoThe innovvativative leader ine leader in
fleflexible pacxible packaging syskaging systtemsems

Alfa
Multi-Lane
Stick-Pack

Beta
Shaped and Wet Wipe

Pouch Machine

system integration

www.oaklee.com l service@oaklee.com l 800-333-7250

The Choice 
For Flexible Packaging Materials

Oaklee International, Inc.

PVC Tubing

Cut Bands

Die Cuts

Flat Film

Labels

PETG Film

Preforms

Rigid Film

Roll Stock

Tri Bags

Oaklees' growth goes further than their quality product, superior service
and dependability.

When Packaging Films and Equipment Co., a leading OEM and distributor
of packaging machines and materials for the packaging industry, needed
shrink bands for their client, they teamed up with Oaklee.

Both Oaklee and PF&E know the importance of continual support to
customers, both before and after the sale. Oaklee and PF&E pride
themselves on having the right staff in line for all their customers' 
inquiries, from service to engineering.

Osmegen, Inc, went to PF&E for their Natural Magic's popular odor 
control products shrink band needs, PF&E went to Oaklee.

Focusing on customer satisfaction, both companies have proven their
capabilities with the integrated packaging line and custom printed shrink
bands provided to Osmegen, Inc. PF&E can be found on the web at
www.pf-e.com.
Put the Oaklee team to work for you.

Consulting Editor Vance J. VanDoren, 
Ph.D., P.E., contributes articles on process 
control, advanced control and systems 
integration and edits Control Engineering’s 
and Packaging Digest’s annual Automation 
Integrator Guide.  
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STOP DOWNTIME!
Videojet is putting an end to downtime — with large and small character ink jet,

laser, thermal transfer and labeling systems that redefine productivity.

 1. Coding and marking will continue 24/7/365.

 2. Regular maintenance shall be quick and simple.

 3. Quality must be rigorously enforced.

 4. Maximum uptime with around-the-clock, prompt service and support.

If these conditions are acceptable to 

your production line, contact Videojet 

at www.videojet.com or 800-843-3610 

and join the movement.

Ink Jet  •  Laser  •  Thermal Transfer  •  Labelers  •  RFID  •  Supplies  •  Service

Uptime Peace of Mind™

Your demands are not negotiable:

IN91302B1_67002.indd 1 3/10/06 9:13:25 AM

Come see our

Track & Trace

solutions for e-pedigree at

 INTERPHEX!

March 26-28 in Booth #525
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IS

1.888.800.6861    WWW.MINNESOTAAUTOMATION.COM • WWW.GRAPHICPKG.COM

MINNESOTA AUTOMATION

GRAPHIC PACKAGING INTERNATIONAL

MINNESOTA AUTOMATION

THE SAME CONSUMER PRODUCTS
PACKAGING MACHINERY

THE SAME OUTSTANDING QUALITY

THE SAME GREAT COMPANY FOR 30 YEARS

Motion-control modules The SPiiPlus 
Econo is described as an economical family of 
motion-control modules that provide multi-axis 
motion control for a variety of applications with 
requirements that range from simple to demanding. 
The modules are available in both the SPiiPlus 
standalone LT and SPiiPlus PCI LT. Suitable for OEM 
machinery that requires multi-axis synchronization 
with various drive types, such as liner servo 
motors, piezoceramic, direct-drive rotary and more, 
the series is furnished with D-Type connectivity 
for interfacing with servo amplifiers, analog and 
incremental encoders, and digital and analog I/Os. 
ACS Motion Control, 800/545-2980.
www.acsmotioncontrol.com

new productsequipment

Parts feeder The DS1100 eliminates hand 
loading of injection-molding equipment and helps 
reduce repetitive motion. A seven-axis articulating 
robotic arm provides greater dexterity for unloading 
parts from trays to conveyors and reloading them. 
The product improves the over/under conveyor 
design that delivers parts to the machine and takes 
completed parts or empty trays from the machine. 
The product’s primary function is feeding parts to 
assembly operations, but it also can be specified as 
a compact machine tool loader.
Distech Systems, Inc., 585/254-7020.
www.distechsystems.com

Vertical feeder The co. announces the introduction of 
the Model NEVF vertical feeder. This design is ideal for feeding 
containers directly into a puck or a starwheel; if supplied with 
its own starwheel, the feeder will discharge onto the customer’s 
conveyor. The vertical feeder integrates well with a filler, feeding the 
containers precisely into the filler’s starwheel. Small and/or unstable 
containers can be fed easily into pucks. The product offers a small 
footprint and has an integrated hopper and the machine’s belt-less 
design is perfect for pharmaceutical applications, the co. says. The 
machine can be changed over to run a wide range of products.
New England Machinery, Inc., 941/755-5550.
www.neminc.com
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“When I started at FUJIFILM, I had limited packaging experience. 

I needed formal training focused on packaging that would give me the right tools to make better 

decisions about packaging and product development.  IoPP offered the best educational program to help 

me gain applicable packaging skills. Fundamentals of Packaging Technology increased my proficiencies and, 

since completing the course, I was promoted from Engineering Technician to Packaging Engineer.”

Chris Cockrell
Packaging Engineer
Graphics Arts Products Division
FUJIFILM Manufacturing U.S.A., Inc.

For more information about IoPP and its educational programs, call 800-432-4085. Or visit www.iopp.org.

Chris Cockrell, an IoPP 
member since 2005, completed 
Fundamentals of Packaging 
Technology in January, 2006. 
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Print controller The I-Mark™ V84 prints 
four to five lines of text, graphics/logos and 

bar codes for packaging and industrial 
applications. Features an easy-to-use 
10.4-in. color touchscreen interface. 

Instead of global settings, it provides 
independent control of up to four DOD 

printheads for maximum flexibility. Icon-
based navigation and a WYSIWYG format 

simplify message setup and changes. Print 
functions are easily completed in a minute 
or less, and the controller features maximum 
print speeds of 680 fpm and print characters 
from 2.38- to 127-mm-high, depending on 
choice of printheads. 
Matthews Marking Products, 
412/665-2489. 
www.matthewsmarking.com

new productsequipment

Solenoid valve The CPE 
solenoid valve offers aluminum 
manifolds and M8 solenoid 
connections. The CPE can be used 
as an individual valve or can be 
mounted on a sturdy aluminum 
manifold to simplify installation. The 
valve features flow rates of 350-, 
800- and 1,500 L/min, a low power 
consumption of 1 or 1.5 w and 
switching times as low as 12 ms. The 
aluminum manifold comes in lengths 
of 2, 3, 4 and 10 valve positions. 
The  positions can be covered by a 
blanking plate for future expansion. 
The co. says it has a long service 
life. Festo Corp., 800/993-3786.
www.festo.com/usa

Sanitary conveyor  The 
co. announces that its flexible 
screw conveyor for bulk foods, 
pharmaceuticals, dairy products 
and other contamination-sensitive 
materials meets 3-A sanitary 
standards. A coupling design specific 
to the 3-A unit, positioned beyond 
the point at which material exits the 
discharge spout, virtually eliminates 
the potential of contamination while 
allowing quick disconnection of 
the screw from the motor drive for 
washdown. The only moving part 
contacting material is a flexible inner 
screw that self-centers as it rotates, 
providing clearance between itself 
and the tube wall and creating a 
gentle rolling action said to prevent 
the separation of blended materials.
Flexicon Corp., 888/353-9426.
www.flexicon.com
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Where Smart Businesses Buy and Sell
A division of

www.BuyerZone.com

More Competitive Bids
On Your Business Purchases

Less Bull
Streamline your business purchasing process 

by using BuyerZone to get fast, competitive bids 
from top local and national vendors. 

Join the millions who have saved time and money 
by relying on BuyerZone’s Request for Quotes service 

across more than 125 categories of business purchases. 
Best of all, it’s free.

Buy smarter and start saving today!

Visit www.BuyerZone.com

Use BuyerZone to get FREE price quotes 
for the following types of purchases:
• Materials Handling       
• Industrial Equipment     
• Office Equipment & Furniture  
• Security Systems  
• Marketing Services     
• Financing Solutions       
• Information Technology    
• Telecommunications 
• Construction Equipment    
• HR & Benefits     

…and more      
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A Division of B& M Industries, Inc.

Tel: 813-754-9960 • Fax: 813-754-9321 • E-mail: bodopak@worldnet.att.net
www.bodolaypackaging.com

Compact in size, these high-speed
form/fill/seal packaging machines 

feature exceptional precision 
and reliability, along with 
quick-change features for 

versatile operation.

Models C-50 & C-100               Stand-Up Pouch Capabilities

LAMINATE OR POLYETHYLENE

• high speed C-50: 
50/BPM;  C-100: 100/BPM

• fast, automatic sealing of bags
• variety of products— automotive, 

food, electrical, pharmaceutical, 
toiletries, and more

• easy maintenance and 
quick change over for 
minimum down time

• economical to operate — 
lower power consumption

• servo drive system
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EASY TO 
OPERATE

SAVE
SPACE

SAVE MONEY WITH 
SUPERIOR CUSHIONING 
PROTECTION

For more information, 
visit www.fpintl.com 
or call 1-888-MINIPKR/3

Replace all other packaging materials by simply changing 
film rolls! Makes six different cushions to provide the best 
protection for whatever you ship.  

Make Your Own

Air Cushion Machine!Introducing... The MINI PAK’R ™

Bubble Wrapping Material!

Electromechanical 
cylinders The co. 
releases a new series of 
electromechanical (EMC) 
cylinders to provide high 
thrust and high speed 
capabilities with greater 
flexibility and control for 
applications traditionally 
using hydraulic or pneumatic 
cylinders. The cylinders’ 
combination of power, speed and their corrosion-resistant construction makes 
them suited to applications in packaging and material handling, assembly and 
robotics, wood manufacturing, metal forming, plastics, paper converting and 
web handling, the co. states. The cylinders contain a precision-rolled ball screw 
actuator, providing high positioning accuracy and repeatability while eliminating 
stick-slip effect. They are available in six sizes ranging from 32 to 100, with 
stroke lengths of up to 2,000 mm, and speed capabilities of up to 1.6 m/sec. 
Each unit is rated to an IP65 degree of protection. 
Bosch Rexroth, 800/322-6724.
www.boschrexroth-us.com/brl

new productsequipment

Packaging system The co. releases the PACK 100 packaging system, 
which has been designed and developed especially for users who require 
high-level outputs. The system has a maximum speed of 78 bags/min and is 
able to pack two bags at the same time, which increases the total output. The 
dosing devices, which are fitted on the system, are specially designed and 
manufactured to work with the high-speed packer by filling two bags at the 
same time. The dosers used are high-capacity versions of the same families 
(DVT and DVC type). For special products, it’s possible also to install electronic 
weighers.
Codema LLC, 763/428-2266.
www.codemallc.com
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Purina Pet Care, St. Louis,  for its 
Fancy Feast Gourmet Gold dry cat 
food (7). Converted by Nordenia 
U.S.A. (www.nordeniausa.com), 
the FlexBox earned a gold award for 
Printing Achievement. Nestle, which 
launched the bag in mid-2007, 
reports that it achieved an upgraded 
brand image and minimzed fl ex 
cracking by moving from a paper 
sack to the side-gusseted glossy fi lm 
bag, which offers a proprietary, 
resealable tape closure and 
protection from infestation.

The PET/PE laminated bagstock 
also keeps grease and moisture 
inside and guards against punctures 
and damage from handling. The 
bag maintains Purina’s brand 
identity with high-impact graphics 
and additional billboard space 
that allows for improved visual 
communication with the consumer. 

Nestle uses the premade fi lm bag 
in 3- and 7-lb sizes. The resealable 
tape also helps to keep the package 
fresh after opening and it prevents 
infestation. In fact, the fi lm bag 
maintains freshness so well that 
consumers no longer need to 
transfer the food to a secondary 
container. 

Nordenia produces the high-
performance, multilayer barrier bag 
structure at its plant in Jackson, 
MO, using fi lm printed on a 
Windmoeller & Hoelscher (www.
whcorp.com) press. Designed by the 
Thompson Design Group (www.
ttdg.com), the value-added package 
is reverse-gravure-printed in six 
colors using MX inks furnished by 
Germany’s Siegwerk Farbenfabrik 
(www.siegwerk-group.com). 

Thanks to a single web design, 
the sides and bottom of the bag are 
covered in wraparound graphics 
for optimal presentation at point-
of-sale, which improves brand 
identity and adds billboard space 
for more visual communication to 
consumers. The luxurious white 
cat pictured in the main photo 
vignette appears lifelike against a 
draping background while the food 
itself is illustrated in a crystal bowl, 
conveying sophistication and a 
quality image that differentiate the 
product from competitors.

 The bag is made on a side-
gusset machine from B&B-MAF 
(www.bub-maf.com). Nordenia 
indicates that the bag is so durable 
and moisture-resistant that it may 
actually be stored outside without 
fear of damage, and thus helps 

minimize reclaim costs and bad 
product. Pet owners are able 
to scoop or pour the dry food 
right from the bag and reseal it 
using the reclosure tape on the 
back. 

Nestle modifi ed existing 
fi lling equipment to 
accommodate the FlexBox style 
of packaging. With minimal 
downtime and training 

of operators, the company 
was able to meet targeted 
effi ciencies and speeds on its 
fi lling lines, PD is told. 

The consistent size and 
shape of the package make it 
highly cube-effi cient, neat and 
attractive on store shelves. The 
seal seams along the sides make 
the FlexBox stable and help it 
to retain its shape. The Purina 

Fancy Feast Gourmet Gold 
FlexBox is made of a laminated 
PET/PE structure with reverse-
printed graphics that protects 
the printed surface. The glossy 
PET adds shine that gains shelf 
impact and brand distinction 
while the gravure printing is 
in tight registration. Nordenia 
developed the new PET/PE 

Continued from page 28

Continued on page 72
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bagstock specfi cally for pet foods like Fancy Feast, 
to improve grease and moisture barriers.

Artfully printed chicken pouch fl ies high
A stand-up fi lm pouch perks up Perdue’s 

Bourbon Chicken (8) with its large billboard that 
readily displays the 26-oz cooked chicken contents. 
A gold winner in Printing Achievement for Alcan 
Packaging, the pouch represents a unique use of 
a 10-color ink press sequence (process and PMS 
colors) to reproduce photography and a vignette 
that achieves amazingly realistic graphic imagery and 
captivates consumers by focusing on the compelling 
product visual of glazed chicken pieces. A deep blue 
background reinforces the luxurious presentation 
while the bright blue and yellow Perdue brand logo 
supports the generous dose of brand recognition 
communicated through the graphics. 

The quality fl exo-printed imagery was a diffi cult 
vignette to produce, according to Joyce Musgrave, 
market manager at Alcan, who describes the 
pouchstock as an adhesive lamination of 48-ga 
polyester and a proprietary sealant fi lm.

“The proprietary LaserTear technology adds value 
to the Perdue package with consistent separation 
of materials and a clean, easy-open package with 
no ‘renegade’ tears or a compromise of resealable 
zippers [closures].  In the last decade, consumers 
have become familiar with it through shredded 
cheese packaging. Laser technology yields a very 
precise score to a controlled depth and is capable of 
extremely tight tolerances. As the fi lm is converted 
to the fi nal package, this virtually undetectable score 
becomes a precise tear path.”

   The premade gusseted pouches, available in 
various sizes, are 3.5-mils thick and consist of a 
reverse-printed PET outer web and a proprietary, 
“self-manufactured,” or white sealant that Alcan 
coextrudes. The complete lamination from outside 
layer to sealant is: PET/reverse printing/adhesive/
white sealant fi lm.

Musgrave says, “The improved structure 
reduced waste, and consequently costs, throughout 
the system.” Although she says Alcan declines to 

reveal specifi c equipment being used to produce 
and convert the bag, she does say it utilizes 10-
color digital fl exographic printing technology in 
its Boscobel, WI, facility to achieve fi ne, uniform 
printing featuring outstanding dot shapes. “The 
quality of the digital printing was particularly 
evident in the consistency of the Perdue farm 
vignette, which helps to uniformly reinforce 
Perdue’s brand image. The high-contrast benefi ts of 
digital also increases shelf appeal and showcases the 
product’s serving suggestion,” she tells PD.

 Additional graphic elements communicate the 
pouch’s functionality, and on the header state the 
use of Alcan’s LaserTear™ technology teamed with 
a patented Slide-Rite® slider zipper closure from 

Pactiv Corp. (www.
pactiv.com). The 
Slide-Rite closure is 
applied in-line during 
pouchmaking. While 
zippered packages 
have become the norm 
on many consumer 
packaged-goods since 
their development in the 

early 80s, the slider zipper opening/reclosing feature 
is a welcome device for such a chicken package, 
which is often used on several occasions; not just 
once, when the chicken is removed and the package 
is replaced back in the freezer. 

Microwavable veggie bag 
steams and vents 

SteamQuick™ Packaging (9) won a gold award 
in Technical Innovation for Pliant Corp. (www.
pliantcorp.com). The freezable/microwaveable 
SteamQuick package technology allows frozen foods 
to  steam-cook in a microwave oven right in the bag. 
As the 12-oz pillow-style bag builds steam when 
heated in the microwave, it helps cook the food 
and vents near the end of the cooking cycle. The 
technology gives consumers both a quick and easy 
way to have tasty, uniformly heated foods that are 
ready for mealtime in an easy-to-handle package.

 Says Mark Dawson, 
vp of marketing at 
Pliant, “The streamers 
package requires no 
piercing or removal 
of the vegetables 
from the package to complete 
the cook cycle.” Launched in June 2007, the pouch 
took 14 months to develop and is currently used by 
private-label marketers, Dawson says. To meet the 
requirements of freezable microwavable food packs, 
the packaging 
materials must 
withstand subzero 
temperatures and 
high microwave 
temperatures. 

Dawson says 
the three-layer 
coex fi lm sealant 
has excellent seal 
strength in both 
high and low 
temperatures. The 
sealant’s core layer 
concentrates on the 
high temperature-
resistance while the 
outer layer utilizes 
polymers with good 
cold-temperature 
durability, he 
explains. The 2.5- 
to 3.5-mil rollstock 
lamination with the proprietary coex sealant is 
laminated to biaxially oriented PET. Flexo printing 
is in up to 10 colors. Frozen vegetables typically 
are microwaved to 212 deg F. The self-venting 
package features a registered series of vent holes 
on the back panel that are applied by Pliant. The 
proprietary technology allows the pouch to self-
vent in minutes without the need for a pre-inserted 
valve. The results afford even cooking throughout 
the pouch, Dawson notes. 
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For more information:
1-800-225-5913
www.fastener.averydennison.com

Increase Productivity
Reduce Packaging

        Eliminate up to 99% of
                     packaging with Elastic StapleTM

1-800-634-5376 www.autolabe.com

Print Apply Labeling
Tamp or Blow

Starting at $6995

OPTIONAL ACCESSORIES

� CORNER WRAP LABELING

� ADJACENT PANEL LABELING

� CONVEYOR SYSTEMS

� BAR CODE VERIFICATION

� RFID ENABLED PRINTERS

3101 Industrial Avenue Two

Ft. Pierce, FL  34946

VISIT US AT

SNAXPO

BOOTH

629

VISIT US AT

SOUTH PACK

BOOTH

2022

     More information is available:
Flexible Packaging Assn., 
410/694-0800. www.flexpack.org.
Alcan Packaging, 773/399-3538. 
www.alcanpackaging.com.
CLP Packaging Solutions, Inc., 
978/808-4441. 
www.clppackagingsolutions.com.
Nordenia USA, 573/335 4900. 
www.nordeniausa.com.
North State Flexibles, LLC, 
800/688-7391. www.nsflexibles.com.
Pliant Corp., 847/969-3323.
www.pliantcorp.com.
Printpack, Inc., 404/691-5830. 
www.,printpack.com.
Robbie Mfg., Inc., 800/255-6328. 
www.robbiemfg.com.
Watson Standard Adhesives, 
401/225-5260.
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Hunkar Packaging Inc. 
A Hunkar Technologies Company 

Hunkar manufactures label 
solutions from simple manual 

and hand held dispensers… 

to the superior 612   
Cosmos© Series of 
Semi-Automatic Bottle 
Labelers…

and the high quality 
Brute© Series of bottle 
labeling, custom and 
print/apply systems. 

Hunkar is a leader in 
building energy efficient
label applicators that help 
your company save money 
by GOING GREEN.

Hunkar Packaging Inc. 
7007 Valley Ave. 
Cincinnati, OH 45244 
Phone: 800-238-9700 
Web: www.hunkar.com

Contact our corporate offices or 
distributor in your area to learn 
more about Hunkar’s full line of   
products and services.  

newsmakers
MOVERS & SHAKERS

Windmoeller & 
Hoelscher Corp. 
hires Tom Apple 
as technical 
sales manager—
Midwest Region.
Bemis Co., Inc. 
elects Henry 
J. Theisen 
president and 
CEO to succeed 

Jeffrey H. Curler, who continues as 
executive chairman, and elects Holly 
Van Deursen to the board of directors. 
ABB appoints Greg Scheu, currently 

senior vp 
of ABB’s 
Automation 
Products 
Div. in North 
America, as 
head of ABB’s 
Power Products 
Div. in North 
America and 
Rick Hepperla, 

who currently 
serves as a 
local business 
unit manager 
of ABB’s North 
American low 
voltage drives 
unit, to fi ll 
Scheu’s vacancy.
Crown Holdings, 
Inc. names Brian 

Rogers vp of its CROWN Bevcan 
Europe and Middle East business 
unit. Rogers previously served as area 
manufacturing manager for Crown’s 
beverage can operations in North 
America.
Package Development Co., Inc. hires 
Matt Mustachio as executive vp.
Prism North America appoints David 
Noll to its sales force.
Screen (USA) appoints Jeff Skolnik as 
southern regional sales manager.
Unisource Worldwide, Inc. appoints 
Jeff Small to oversee sales and 
business development operations 
in Atlanta; Jeff Hoeppner to direct 

packaging and facility-supplies sales 
and business development efforts in 
Columbus and Cincinnati. OH and 

Jim Stoll, stretch 
fi lm specialist,  
responsible 
for stretch-fi lm 
segment sales 
and business 
development in 
Columbus and 
Cincinnati.
Westfalia 
Technologies, 

Inc. names James Miller to business 
development and Bill Daniel as 

account executive 
for automated 
storage and 
retrieval systems.
The Visual Pak 
Companies 
appoint Dan 
Brosseau vp, 
sales.
Sonoco elects M. 
Jack Sanders as 

executive vp, industrial.
FP Intl, promotes Joe Nezwek to 
president and Jim Taylor, COO and 
CFO.  Arthur Graham remains chairman 
of the board and becomes CEO.

GROWING AND MOVING
ALLIEDFLEX® Technologies, Inc. 
relocates to a new facility in Sarasota, 
FL that will serve as a technical sales 
center for its global standup-pouch 
machinery program.
FKI Logistex® forms the Solutions 
Development Group to provide 
integrated supply-chain solutions to 
its North-American customers on an 
accelerated schedule. 
Flint Group forms the new global 
business unit Flint Group Flexographic 
Products, which combines the Flint 
Group Printing Plates activities with the 
rotec sleeve business.
G3 Enterprises expands its cap-
manufacturing plant in Modesto, CA. 
 Stora Enso fi nalizes the divestment 

Tom Apple
Windmoeller & Hoelscher

Greg Scheu
ABB

Rick Hepperla
ABB

James Miller
Westfalia Technologies

Bill Daniel
Westfalia Technologies Continued on page 75

Frustrated by moisture related
issues affecting product quality
or production? Top processors
and packagers rely on Paxton’s
experienced team and our high
velocity Air Knife Systems.

• Precision engineered for
reliability and low maintenance

• Energy-saving efficiency

• 100% Performance Guarantee

drying experience

A n  I T W  C o m p a n y

Paxton...leading the science of
high performance drying.
Call 800-959-8884 (U.S. & Canada)
or 513-891-7474 (Worldwide). Or,
get an online “Quick-Quote” at
paxtonproducts.com.
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For more information, contact Barbara Levin at (630) 288-8474, blevin@reedbusiness.com

Dispensa-Matic - Since 1974
New Bottle-Matic - labels any cylindrical object 3/4" to 8" 
diameters accurately with speeds up to 950 pieces per hour 
$1999.00. New U-25—power advance for roll labels 3/8" to 
2½" $339.00. Our commitment to quality is supported by 
our TWO YEAR UNLIMITED WARRANTY. Complete line 
of dispensers available. Fast, efficient and reliable! All our 
dispensers assembled by hand, tested and in stock. Mention 
this ad for 10% discount.
Dispensa-Matic Label Dispensers 
800-325-7303
info@dispensamatic.com, www.dispensamatic.com

Shrink Sleeve Label/Band Applicator
by TRIPACK    

Tripack is proud to offer the all new MSA-180 shrink sleeve 
applicator, capable of applying Full Body Shrink Labels, TE 
Neck Bands, and Sleeves for Combo Packs at speeds up to 
175-ppm. The mandrel “bullet” application system allows 

our applicators to handle round or odd shape products with 
precision. Product sizes ranging from 1” to 4.5” in diameter 
and changeovers in 5 minutes or less. Small footprint at 3sq 
ft cantilevers right over your existing conveyor. Tripack LLC, 

Toll Free: 866-900-1255, Tradeshows: WestPack 2008, 
Booth #4958, www.tripack.net, Email: sales@tripack.net
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info showcase Literature and other multimedia, product announcements 
and websites for packaging machinery, materials, 
containers, supplies, and services. Contact supplier directly 
or respond online for information.

Introducing a New Line of CASE ERECTORS
A.B. Sealer Maximum Series Case Erectors are RUGGED, 
COMPACT and have no tools required changeover. The 
Maximum Series will give you the widest case range in the 
industry. View demonstrations of the MAXIMUM SERIES 
CASE ERECTORS on our website at www.absealer.com. A.B. 
Sealer, Inc. introduces a new line of CASE SEALERS starting 
at $2,900. From Semi-Automatic to Fully Automatic Random 
there will be a sealer to fit any budget. Sealers are available 
in stainless steel. A.B. Sealer also offers for the first time a 
Stainless Steel Tape Head.
A.B. Sealer, Inc.
sales@absealer.com, 877-885-9299

Flowmeter Filler Model EXACTA-R 
Ronchi offers a compact 8 head advanced technology 

flowmeter filler Model EXACTA-R for users with moderate
outputs for speeds up to 80 BPM. Developed from the 
unique and mature pedigree of 400 machines installed
world wide, it has all the outstanding advantages of its

larger family of flowmeter machines. Current blue chip
users benefit from features including recipe management, 

quick C.I.P/S.I.P, 10 minute changeover, and "on-the-fly"
fill adjustment for individual or all filling heads. 

Ronchi America LLC, 201-802-1901, Fax: 201-802-1905
E: info@ronchiamerica.com, www.ronchiamerica.com

Free Eriez Brochure
Eriez’ How to Choose & Use Vibratory Feeders and 
Conveyors covers the information needed to determine the 
proper equipment for your application. The booklet reviews 
the mechanics of vibratory equipment: drive systems, 
controls, springs and tray setup, material and process 
considerations and an overview of magnetic separation 
equipment. For calculators, diagrams and free tools, 
visit our website.
Eriez
www.eriez.com

DynaCon® Conveyors Go High Speed
Dynamic Conveyor now offers a modular high speed
conveyor with speeds up to 200 feet per minute for high 
through-put applications.
• Variable speed motor (20 to 200 fpm) 
• Energy efficient 115V motor 
• Variety of widths ranging from 4” to 72” 
• Modular with the ability to grow and shorten the length 
Dynamic Conveyor
1.800.640.6850 
www.DynamicConveyor.com

Packaging Automation Supply
The BluePrint Automation Group is a multinational
packaging automation company supplying:
• Vision guided robotics applied to loading (naked) products 
into Horizontal Form/Fill/Seal or pre-formed containers. 
• Case/Tray packing of flexible and rigid packages. 
• Complete Turn Key Packaging Automation Systems taking
it to finished pallets. 
Join us online at www.blueprintautomation.com
BluePrint Automation
804.520.5400 
sales@blueprintautomation.com

WeighPack’s Swifty Horizontal Bagger
WeighPack’s Swifty Horizontal Bagger is designed to

automatically open, fill and close pre-made stand up bags 
making it ideal for packaging a variety of products including 
snack foods, frozen produce, powders and more. The Swifty 
can run at speeds of up to 100 cycles per minute depending 
on the model and is equipped to handle pre-made zippered 

and non-zippered bag sizes from 3.5” to 8” wide. 
WeighPack Systems West Inc.

Tel: 1-888-934-4472
Fax: (702) 450-6101

www.weighpack.com

CTM-Introducing New Labeling Applicator
Now Available - CTM has introduced a new labeling 

applicator evolved from the industry standard 360 Series 
Label Applicator. • Cutting edge stepper drive technology-

providing more power • Tighter labeling placement 
accuracies • More responsive encoding features • RFID 

production capabilities • Ethernet communications 
• Advanced touch screen interface. 

CTM Labeling Systems 
P: 330-332-1800, Fax 330-332-2144

www.ctmlabelingsystems.com
e-mail us at ctmsales@ctmint.com

Green Energy Saver Labeler 
The Automated Energy Efficient Brute® 3550 Front/Back Label 

Applicator System Hunkar Packaging, a unit of Hunkar 
Technologies, Inc., has recently engineered GreenEnergy Saver 

capabilities into the design and operation of a recent custom 
Brute® 3550 labeling system built for a blow molder of large 
5-gallon containers using up to 8½” wide labels. The system 

uniquely integrated the Hunkar Green Energy Saver package 
into a wipe-on Front/Back large label application system. 

Applications: Tamp or Vac/Blow applications and complete 
labeling systems. Hunkar Packaging, Inc.

800-238-9700; www.hunkar.com/label.html
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newsmakers
of Stora Enso North America Inc., 
its North American subsidiary, to 
NewPage Corp., and establishes a 
new sales offi ce in Stamford, CT, to 
serve North American customers 
with paper produced in Europe. Peter 
Mersmann continues to head the 
sales offi ce and Packaging Papers 
products are represented by Michael 
Walsh.
Toray Industries, Inc. establishes 
Toray Films Europe S.A.S. in 
France to construct a facility to 
produce Torayfan® (biaxially 
oriented polypropylene, high-barrier, 
metallized fi lm). Toray plans to invest 
approximately 10 billion yen in this 
project, and the facilities are expected 
to start operations in April 2010.
Arkay Packaging Corp. adds a 
62,000-sq-ft, $4.5-million expansion, 
essentially doubling the size of its 
Roanoke, VA, facility.

BUYING AND SELLING
Naturally Iowa, Inc. acquires PLA 
Supply Co,
Gerresheimer acquires the Spanish 
company EDP for an undisclosed 
amount. EDP, which specializes in 
PET containers for the pharmaceutical 
industry, has production plants in 
Zaragoza and Valencia, Spain and 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

DE-STA-CO, an operating company 
within the Material Handling 
platform of Dover Corp.’s Industrial 
Products segment, acquires Industrial 
Motion Control.
Graphic Packaging Corp. combines 
with Altivity Packaging, LLC.
Multi-Color Corp. acquires 
Collotype Intl. Holdings Pty., Ltd., for 
approximately $175 million plus an 
additional $10 million upon achieving 
certain fi nancial targets.
Sumitomo Heavy Industries, Ltd. 
acquires Demag Ergotech GmbH and 
Van Dorn Demag Corp. Demag and 
Van Dorn are group companies of 
MPM Holdings. 
W. P. Carey & Co. LLC announces that 
its REIT affi liate, CPA®:16–Global, 
and its newest fund, CPA®:17–
Global, have jointly acquired three 
facilities from Berry Plastics Corp., 
for approximately $87 million. This 
transaction follows a $33-million 
sale/leaseback CPA®:15 completed 
with Berry Plastics in 2003 and 
includes its headquarters and largest 
production facility in Evansville, IN, 
a manufacturing facility in Baltimore,  
and a facility in Lawrence, KS. All 
facilities are being leased back to 
Berry Plastics on a long-term basis.
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Banner SureCross™ Wireless Brochure 
The new SureCross™ Wireless Network solutions brochure 

from Banner Engineering features 28 full-color pages 
describing SureCross’s innovative features, wide variety of 
models and options, and expansive selection of application 

examples. The SureCross Wireless Network includes a 
Gateway system controller and up to 15 Nodes that monitor 

and/or control I/O in remote locations. Download the 
brochure today! 

Banner
www.bannerengineering.com/wireless

Hitachi Large Capacity AC Drives
Hitachi announces the introduction of the high-capacity 

SJ700 Series of inverters. The SJ700 extends Hitachi’s 
model range up to 500 hp, and significantly expands on 

the performance, capabilities and functions of the SJ300. 
Three models, 250 hp, 400 hp and 500 hp are being 

released at this time.
Hitachi America, Ltd. / Industrial Systems Division

914-631-0600
inverterinfo@hal.hitachi.com

www.hitachi.us/inverters

Durability, High-speed, Superior Performance 
at Entry-level Prices 
SATO’s new LM4e Series printers include standard features 
usually reserved for higher priced printers. Many of our 
customers needed a durable, high-speed, thermal barcode 
printer that wouldn’t break their budgets. We developed the 
LM4e Series to include the features most needed at a 
tremendous cost/performance value.  
SATO America, Inc.
888-871-8741
satosales@satoamerica.com
www.satoamerica.com

Integrate Cap Sealing into Line Control
Integrate induction sealing into your line control system with 
the Super Seal™ Deluxe remote control and access to critical 
operating data have never been easier. Enercon's new Remote 
Control and Monitoring (RCM) option provides packagers with 
the ability to integrate induction sealing into their sophisticated 
line control and SCADA (Supervisory Control and Data 
Acquisitions) systems. The Super Seal™ Deluxe also features 
integrated cap inspection capabilities along with a convenient 
2x40 character interface for local control.
Enercon Industries; 262-255-6070; 
www.enerconind.com/sealing; info@enerconind.com
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Untitled-1 1 6/6/2007 5:23:49 PM

Auction

Untitled-2 1 3/20/2007 9:37:46 PM

Machinery & Materials

Standard classifications are:  Machinery & Materials;  Contract Packaging;  
Career Opportunities. Other more specific classifications may be requested.
2008 rates are $315.00 net per column inch (1 time frequency), $300.00 net per column inch 
(3 time frequency), $285.00 net per column inch (6 time frequency), $275 .00 net per column inch
(12 time frequency).  Add $30.00 net per column inch for second color.  Colors available are:  
Standard Red, Blue, Green, Yellow and Magenta.  All rates are non-commissionable.  Blind Boxes
are available for a $25.00 fee.  Deadlines: 5th of the month preceding issue.  Please send all 
materials, insertion orders to:

PACKAGING DIGEST Marketplace Sales Manager
2000 Clearwater Drive, Oak Brook, IL 60523 • Fax: (630) 288-8750
Attn: Barbara Levin • Phone: (630) 288-8474 
E-mail: blevin@reedbusiness.com   

Let JHBertrand
MakeYour Booklet Labels

Copy Expansion Labels...

That’s All We Do! TM

BookletLabels.com

Untitled-6   1 10/10/2006   12:18:09 PM

Labels
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Bowl Bags
Design - Production

Fulfillment

Call For Sample

262-894-9792

Plastic - Paper

Untitled-1   1 1/29/2008   2:38:04 PM

• Benchtop and Automatic
• Versatile Fast Filling
• Liquids to Viscous Products
• Fast, Easy Changeover
• No Drips
• Fast Delivery

SERVO/FILL®

Volumetric Liquid Filling Systems

Call 800-658-3622

LOW COST, HIGH QUALITY
Liquid Filling System

Believe it.  It’s an Oden Filler.

Oden Corporation
199 Fire Tower Drive, Tonawanda, NY 14150
800-658-3622 • 716-874-3000 • Fax 716-874-1589
www.odencorp.com  •  sales@odencorp.com 

Call Oden for all your net weight and volumetric liquid filling needs.

Untitled-1   1 4/21/2006   9:46:14 AM

Untitled-2 1 1/12/2007 7:43:56 PM

Miller's Technical Service Inc.
630-553-1797 • Fax: 630-553-2165

Since 1986

Used Form/Fill/Seal/Machines 
Also New Parts! Tape, Nichromes, 

Knives, Heaters, and More.

FOR SALE

WATERLESS CAP SEALER ®

www.automatetech.comwww.automatetech.com

• Advanced “SMART SEAL™” digital induction sealer technology
• Compact/user friendly/stainless steel construction   
• Complete inspection and quality assurance systems 

• Maintenance and trouble-free
• Cost effective, seals a wide 

range of containers and caps
• Originator of the 

“Waterless Cap Sealer”
LLC

®

Automatic & Semi-Automatic Induction Sealers

34 Hinda Blvd., Riverhead, NY 11901 USA • Tel (631) 727-8886 • Fax (631) 369-3903
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MEMBER

SureKap is more than a reliable
packaging equipment manufacturer.
We are devoted to building long term
satisfaction with our customers as
well as machines that last. 
Contact us to help with your next
capping and filling equipment needs!

770.307.4755 www.surekap.com

■ Cappers
■ Fillers

■ Turntables
■ Conveyors

Fills Right. Caps Tight.

Machinery & Materials

PLEASE PROOFREAD CAREFULLY

HORIZONTAL SCREW FEEDER

•  6" O.D. or 4" O. D. Tube Available

•  Up To 120" Port to Port

•  Motor Options

•  Stainless Steel Construction

•  Inlet Hoppers Available

Other Available Equipment
•  Flexible, Volumetric & Gravimetric Feeders

Phone: 610 692-7290  Fax: 610 692-7282
Web: www.augerfeeders.com

E-mail: info@augerfeeders.com

pdx080101_clsaugfedltd.indd   1 12/14/2007   12:01:26 PM
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■ OVERWRAP - Sollas, BFB, Marden Edwards, Scandia
■ HORIZ WRAP - Doboy, Sasib, Ameripak, PFM, Illapak
■ CARTONERS - RA Jones, ADCO, Ceco, Tisma
■ SHRINK WRAP - Shanklin, Confl ex, Lantech
Sales - Service - Change Parts - Rebuilds

*** See Our Rebuilt Equipment*** 

www.BDBRIGGS.com
Ph: 973-989-1950 • Fax: 973-989-1959

B.D. BRIGGS
                   Packaging Solutions
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marketplace

Call Us for a Free Quote

800-505-2247 • www.polyrol.com

Your Best Bag Price

Pre-opened 
Bags-on-a-Roll

• Quality Guaranteed

• Many Sizes in Stock

• Custom Printing

• Fastest Delivery

PACKAGING EQUIPMENT

PH/FAX: 636-225-1555    
E-mail: midwestpak@aol.com    

www.midwestpackagingsys.com

NEW & USED PACKAGING MACHINERY
YOUR MIDWEST CVC DEALER

MIDWEST
     PACKAGING 
         SYSTEMS

"Complete "turn-key" line integration"

Untitled-1 1 11/5/2007 9:01:59 PM

Great Lakes Intermittent Motion Shrink Bundlers • Alloyd 4 & 6 Station Blister Packagers
New Semi Automatic Powder Auger Filler GF-250 • Kaps-All E Inline Cap Retorquer
DL Tech Wraparound Labelers DL 152E • Sabel Case Packer & Sealer SE-10       
RBS L-Bar Sealers with RBS Heat Tunnels • UniPak Uni-Twist Bottle Rinser 521
Axon Neck Bander EZ130 w/ Heat/Shrink Tunnel • Various Enercon Induction Sealers
New 125-500 ml Table Top Pneumatic Piston Fillers • Various Conveyors and S/S Tables 

Complete Packaging Lines for Tablets, Capsules, Liquids, and Powders
Process Equipment: Mixers, Tanks/Kettles, Granulators, & Coating Pans

www.djsent.com  •  email: sales@djsent.com
MOST EQUIPMENT CAN BE INSPECTED IN TORONTO!!!

Enterprises
NEW AND USED PROCESS AND PACKAGING EQUIPMENT

 2700 - 14th  Avenue, Unit 6 Phone: 905-475-7644 Toll Free: 888-DJS-SALE
 Markham, Ontario L3R 0J1 Fax:     905-475-7645

COMPLETE BOTTLING SYSTEMS . . . since 1941

• Unscramblers
• Orienters
• Bottle Cleaners
• Liquid Rotary and

Straight Line Fillers
• Cap, Parts Feeders
• Automatic Cappers
• Conveyors
•Torque Monitoring

• Induction Foil Sealers
• Inspection Systems
• Complete Packaging Systems 

Fast ChangeoversFast Changeovers
Little or no change parts required

200 Mill Road, Riverhead, NY 11901 USA • Tel (631) 727-0300 • Fax (631) 369-5939

Get the Reliability, Flexibility, 
Accuracy and Versatility you 
need in Packaging Machinery www.kapsall.comwww.kapsall.com

Untitled-3   1 4/19/2007   12:34:53 PM

FLEXPAK
Bags Pouches Tubing Sheeting

YOUR COMPLETE SOURCE
FOR ENGINEERED FLEXIBLE

PACKAGING SOLUTIONS

KNF FLEXPAK CORP.
Phone: 570-386-3550 • Fax: 570-386-3703

www.KNFcorporation.com
sales@knfcorporation.com

Untitled-1 1 10/17/2006 10:35:10 AM

CONTACT:

BARBARA LEVIN
630-288-8474

OPPORTUNITIES IN...

ADVERTISING
for marketplace

e-mail: 

blevin@reedbusiness.com

or fax your ad copy to:

630-288-8750

2000 Clearwater Drive

Oak Brook, IL 60523 

PACKAGING                        
       DIGEST
                     MAGAZINE
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Material Procurement
       Source & Purchase Materials
       Manage Releases & Deliveries
       Many Industry Partners
Marketing
       Packaging Design
       New Product/Display Concepts

Services Provided In Your Facility Or Ours
1 -800 -9PACK99 (1-800-972-2599)

www.aldelano.com

 Ask us about 

corrugated &

packaging
supplies!

 Contract Packaging
       Anywhere in the US
       Test Market or ongoing

Warehouse Logistics
       Fulfillment
       Foreign Trade Zones

BRINGING YOUR PRODUCTS TO MARKET FROM CONCEPT TO CONSUMER 
SPECIALIZING IN SUPPLY CHAIN SOLUTIONS

▼
▼

▼
▼

▼
▼

▼

▼
▼

Manufacturing Support
       On-Site Project Staffing
       Material Handling
       Laboratory testing ▼

▼
▼

PP LL EE AA SS EE PP RR OO OO FF RR EE AA DD CC AA RR EE FF UU LL LL YY

TAMPER EVIDENT FILM
● Tamper Evident Neck Bands
● Shrink Bands For Multi-Packs
● Preforms ● Shrink Bags
● Printing up to 5 colors
● We Design For Your Needs
24 HR. SERVICE (after 1st order)
COSMETIC SUPPLIES USA, INC.

Toll Free: 1-877-9-COS-USA
www.cosmeticsuppliesusa.com

Toll Free: 877/347-9725  www.cuppac.com  info@cuppac.com

 PERSONAL CARE CONTRACT MANUFACTURER    
• Liquid Pouches (Form, Fill, Seal)  
• Tube Filling 
• Liquid Bottle From Amenity to 5 Gallon 
• Flexibility of Filling Any Viscosity

1284 Puerta Del Sol
San Clemente, CA 92673
Phone: 949.226.7289
www.pakondemand.com
E-mail: sales@pakondemand.com               

Machinery & 
Materials

Contract Packaging
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marketplace

COMPACT INDUSTRIES IS CERTIFIED AS A WOMEN'S 
BUSINESS ENTERPRISE THROUGH THE WOMEN'S 

BUSINESS ENTERPRISE NATIONAL COUNCIL.

Hot fill juices and beverages
Can, Glass & PET, Convenient 

to Mexican Markets

Contact: Dodson Galloway
956-585-8321 

Mission, Texas 78572 
Email: dodson@tcxjuice.com 

Untitled-1   1 4/10/2006   12:39:09 PM

UNIT DOSE AND MULTI-DOSE
CONTRACT PACKAGING

For more information
call 954-963-6226
www.lfweb.us

• Guarantee freshness and purity of your product
• Reclosable and non-reclosable models available 
• Sizes from 0.33ml to 10ml 

3890 Pembroke Rd. • Hollywood, FL 33021 USA
Fax: 954-963-6227 • E-mail: lfweb@lfweb.us

Untitled-1   1 9/22/2006   10:22:40 AM

WHEN PERFORMANCE
COUNTS

VOLUMETRIC FILLERS
Liquids, Pastes & Powders

- direct draw fillers starting at $2,250.00
- table top and multi-cylinder automatics
- heated hoppers, agitators, no drip
  nozzles, conveyors, hand cappers, etc.

www.packagingenterprises.com

Packaging Enterprises Inc.
Philadelphia, PA

since 1914 800-453-6213

WHEN PERFORMANCE
COUNTS

VOLUMETRIC FILLERS
Liquids, Pastes & Powders

- direct draw fillers starting at $2,250.00
- table top and multi-cylinder automatics
- heated hoppers, agitators, no drip
  nozzles, conveyors, hand cappers, etc.

www.packagingenterprises.com

Packaging Enterprises Inc.
Philadelphia, PA

since 1914 800-453-6213

Untitled-1   1 12/19/2006   3:07:17 PM

■  In-pack promotions and 
     inserting equipment.

■  Overwrapped and direct food 
     contact inserts.
■  AIB approved-superior rating.

■  Lease, sell or use if we do the 
     printing.
■  Bandolier inserter also available.

847-356-3331
800-927-8020
mark@gallimoreinc.com
www.gallimoreinc.com

See these 
Marketplace ads on

www.packagingdigest.com

NEW!
HT Series™80/2080/20

www.8020.netwww.8020.net

Modular Framing

Career
Opportunities

SALES

Oaklee International, Inc.
125 Raynor Avenue

Ronkonkoma, NY 11779
Attention: Executive Vice President

Manufacturing company, seeking individuals 
to represent their East Coast and West Coast 
divisions. This person must have a proven 
record in sales in the fl exible packaging 
business. They must be aggressive, self 
motivated and trustworthy.

Resume to be e-mailed to alice@oaklee.com

w w w . a d s 4 r e e d . c o m

Design it,
check it,

then
upload it!

Ads4Reed, the convenient 
digital advertising portal, saves 
you the time and expense of 
shipping your magazine ad 

files for publication.

Just log on to Ads4Reed.com and
within minutes, your ad is digitally

reviewed online for specification 
compliancy, then it’s on its way to 

the publication of your choice.
You receive an instant email 

confirmation that your file has been
received and found to be compliant 

to our specifications.

• Create your own, unique user
name and password

• First-time user guide 
• Upload your ad to just 

one, or multiple pubs
• Store ads that were 

previously submitted
• Technical Help Line helps you 

troubleshoot file problems

This is
a FREE

Service!

This service offered exclusively to 
Reed Business Information advertisers!
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A-B-C Packaging Machine Corp 55
800/237-5975
Adept Technology Inc 56
952/245-3400
Advanced Poly-Packaging Inc   4
800/754-4403
Alcoa Flexible Packaging  47
800/327-7768 
American Fuji Seal Inc C2
800/533-3854
Amphenol Sine Systems 80
586/465-3131
Auto Labe Booth Mfg Co 72
800/634-5376
Avery Dennison Fastener 72
978/353-2200
Bivans Corp   4
323/225-4248
Bodolay Packaging Machinery 35, 70
813/754-9960
Bosch Doboy 21
715/246-6511
Brenton Engineering Co 22
320/852-7705
Caplugs Div 10
888/CAPLUGS 
Capmatic Ltd 35
514/322-0062
CDF Corp 48
800/443-1920
ChemInstruments, a Chemsultants 
International co. 66
513/860-1598
Clippard Instrument Lab Inc 44
513/521-4261
Cognex Corp  57
508/650-3000
Crown Packaging Corp 28
800/883-9400

CTM Labeling Systems 20
330/332-1800
CVC Technologies C3
877/282-7333
Drake Company, The   8
866/239-1630
Festo Corp 27
800/99-FESTO
FP International 70
800/646-4757
Fres-Co System USA Inc 64
215/721-4600
Glue Dots Intl. 49
888/688-7131
Graphic Packaging Corp 66
800/677-2886
Harpak Inc 51
800/813-6644
HLP Clear Packaging Products (USA) Inc 71
888/HLP-PACK
Hunkar Label Application Systems 37
800/238-9700
Hytrol Conveyor Co Inc 70
870/974-5642
Iconotech 44
800/521-0194
Institute of Packaging Professionals 67
630/544-5050
Intelligent Motion Systems 38
www.imshome.com
Kaeser Compressors 13
800/777-7873
KGK Intl Corp 23
847/465-0160
Klöckner-Pentaplast of America 14-15
540/832-3600
KURZ Transfer Products LLC 24A-B
800/950-3645
Leibinger  7
203/853-0022
Markem-Imaje 33
www.markem-imaje.com

MeadWestvaco Natralock 9, 45
804/201-2447
Misumi USA, Inc. 1
800/681-7475
MRI Flexible Packaging 3
800/448-8183
National Assn of Container Distributors 18-19
630/544-5052
NJM/CLI Packaging Systems Intl  31
800/432-2990
Norden Inc 73
908/707-8008
Oaklee Intl Inc 64
800/333-7250
Osio Intl  34
888/671-6746
Packaging Education Forum 69
703/243-5717
Packaging Summit 2008, The 53
www.pkgsummit.com
Packstar 60
800/808-1688
Panasonic Electric Works Corp of America 54 
877/624-7872
Paxton Products/ITW Air Management 73
800/959-8884
PE USA Inc 79
513/771-7374
Plastic Ingenuity Inc 61
608/798-3071
PlexPack 37
800/265-1775
Pliant Corp 43
866/536-0316
Printpack, Inc. 29
www.printpack.com
Pro Mach Integrated Packaging Solutions 39
www.adventurefreepackaging.com
Quadrel Labeling Systems 5
440/602-4700

QuickLabel Systems, An Astro-Med 
Product Group 11
877/757-7978 
Rennco Inc 12
800/409-5225 
RSI Print Systems  C4
866/774-6847 
Sacmi Labeling 68
39 045 634 7511
Sato America Inc 25
888/871-8741
Smyth Cos. Inc 62
800/473-3464
Specialty Blades Inc 58
800/252-3371
Squid Ink Inc 16-17
800/877-5658
Stäubli Corp 36
800/257-8235
Sustainable Forestry Initiative 59
www.sfiprogram.org
Taylor Products,  Division of Magnum Systems  50
888/882-9567
Teledyne TapTone  38
508/563-1000
Tri-Tronics Co 32
800/375-8861
Tronics America 62
219/769-0876
Valco – Melton – Shure Glue  58
513/874-6550
Videojet Technologies 41, 65
800/654-4663
Vinyl Institute 52
www.vinylinfo.org/packaging
Visipak 63
800/263-4552
WA Hammond Drierite Co 79
937/376-2927
Yaskawa Electric America Inc 40
800/YASKAWA

Page number

ad index
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top stories
Visit packagingdigest.com/top stories for 
these top headlines in the packaging marketplace.

packagingdigest.com. . . on 

British shoppers finding milk in a bag
Supermarket customers in the U.K. could soon be 
popping out for a bag of milk instead of the traditional 
glass or plastic bottles or containers. Following a 

successful trial, Waitrose announces it is to sell milk by the bag 
in dozens of its stores. 

Macaroni and cheese is hot for Kraft
At 70 years old, the instant macaroni-and-cheese 
business at Kraft Foods has moved “out-of-the-box,” for 
more variety. The category, originated and dominated 

by Kraft, posted 10-percent growth for 2007, spurred by sales 
of the Easy Mac cup, a single-serve microwaveable portion 
that hit the scene in 2006. 

80
on

lin
e
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Visit www.packagingdigest.com/whitepapers to find white 
papers covering issues in the packaging marketplace: 

White Paper: Successful Pharmaceutical Packaging: 
The right approach to calculating your protection needs
Multisorb Technologies
Download at—www.packagingdigest.com/800

[-]  Worn away Gold-plating
    (Signal degradation)

[-]  Extraneous contamination
    (C, Br, Ca, Zn, SiO2)

[-]  Limited contact mating      
    surface area

1.800.394.7732 . Email  sine_info@sineco.com . www.sineco.com
44724 Morley Drive  .  Clinton Twp.  MI  .  USA  .  48036

Your problems are not your FAULT.
                                                                                                                    (It’s your equipment.)

Tired of troubleshooting common E19/E20 fault messages and error codes, due to cable failure?  With 
traditional contact system design, failure is inevitable when confronted with continuous frequency 
vibration, temperature cycling, environment  uctuations and corrosion.  With a little forward thinking and 
design, we are proud to offer you a better solution... RockSolid™ Connections. Amphenol Sine Systems 
NEW hi-reliability feedback cable assemblies, compatible with ALLEN-BRADLEY® KINETIX®6000 and 
ULTRA™ 3000/5000 Motion Control Systems.

RockRock S lid
C o n n e c t i o n s

[-]  L
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t
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G
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Allen-Bradley®, Kinetix® 6000, and Ultra™ 3000/5000 are registered trademarks of Rockwell Automation, Inc.

[+] Immunity to shock and vibration
[+] Lower contact resistence
[+] Low insertion and extraction forces 
[+] Contact area extends 360° around the pins
[+] Longer contact life

Allen-Bradley®, Kinetix®x 6000, and Ultra™ 3000/5000 are registered trademarks of Rockwell Automation, Inc.

Buy Factory Direct Allen-Bradley®-compatible Motion Control Cables and SAVE.
Order online now at www.sineco.com

1
2

PDsuppliersearch.com: 
Online directory
Locate machinery and materials, suppliers, 
contract packagers and request a quote 
by visiting www.pdsuppliersearch.com. 
Packaging Digest has adopted another of 
Reed Business Information’s companies, 
Kellysearch, to deliver a world-class, online 
directory. Kellysearch delivers more than 24 
million searches per month.
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CVC Technologies Inc.

CVC Premier Dealer
Labeltronix Inc.
Corporate Office
1097 North Batavia St.
Orange, CA 92867
800.429.4321 Phone
800.419.1555 Fax
www.labeltronix.com

CVC Technologies Inc.
10861 Business Drive 
Fontana, CA 92337
909.355.0311 Phone
909.355.0411 FAX
sales@cvcusa.com
www.cvcusa.com

East Coast Office
2400 Main Street Ext. 
Suite 8
Sayreville, NJ 08872
732.316.5200 Phone
732.316.9191 Fax

TAIWAN           USA           ITALY           RUSSIA           CHINA

LABELERS
TABLET PRESSES

LIQUID PACKAGING LINES
TABLET/CAPSULE PACKAGING LINES

POWDER PACKAGING LINES
BLISTER PACKING MACHINES

END OF LINE PACKAGING

Be a Part of the 
CVC Technologies Inc.
Success Story!

“Leading Global Packaging Equipment Supplier”

Quality
Value
Service
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Your Best Source for Reliable Inkjet Systems

RSI CaseJet Pro
Reliably print legible text, logos, and scannable 
barcodes on cases

Right message on the right case with built-in 
database, OPC server, network and peripheral 
connectivity, and security

Operates in harsh and rugged environments

Safe water based inks

Clean and reliable HP technology

“RSI offers more user-friendly software, low-maintenance hardware and high-quality bar-code capability.”

Maintenance is quick and easy too: “You just take a damp cloth and water and wipe the printhead clean.” 

Steve Whitman
Production Manager
Mt. Olive Pickle Company, Inc.

Take control of your printing with the... 

Struggling with your case casese coder?

Contact RSI at (866) Print-HP for more information
sales@rsipro.com • www.rsipro.com

See us at Interpack 2008  Dusseldorf, Germany  Booth: C21-06

Call or email us and mention the promo code for a free gift  Promo code: PD0308
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